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DR. CONRAD BONSI 
recently received the Experiment Sta-
tion Section Excellence in Leadership 
Award given during the recent APLU 
meeting. 

He currently serves as pro-
fessor and associate dean/associate 
research director at the George Wash-
ington Carver Agricultural Experi-
ment Station (GWCAES), College of 
Agriculture, Environment, and Nutri-
tion Sciences (CAENS), Tuskegee 
University. He joined Tuskegee Uni-
versity as an assistant research profes-
sor in 1983 and has served as PI/Co-
PI for over $30 million in grants.  

He has served as a major 
advisor for over 15 masters and doctoral students and has au-
thored/co-authored 100 plus refereed journal articles, book chap-
ters, proceedings and abstracts. He is a recipient of several awards, 
including two U.S patents, a USDA Group Honor Award of Ex-
cellence, a Certificate of Recognition of Excellence from NASA, a 
Lifetime Achievement Award from the International Society for 
Tropical Root Crops (ISTRC), the Tuskegee University Faculty 
Achievement Award, the Tuskegee University Faculty Perfor-
mance in Research Award and was featured as Futurist in Science 
and Technology by Black Enterprise Magazine.  

Conrad served as the co-director of the NASA-
sponsored Center for Food and Environmental Systems for Hu-
man Exploration of Space (CFESH). He provided leadership to 
develop a sweet potato cultivar that can be grown successfully in 
NFT. He is a member of several scientific societies.   

Conrad currently serves as the ARD treasurer. He holds a 
doctorate from Cornell University, a master’s degree from Tuskeg-
ee University and a bachelor’s of science degree (Hons) from the 
University of Ghana. His hobbies include gardening, reading and 
walking. He is passionate about educating minority youth in 
STEAM fields. He is married to Eunice with three children, Ani-
bok, Akofa and Sesie. 
 Congratulations Conrad. 
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Message from the Chair  
Dr. Chandra Reddy Bonsi receives ‘21 ESS 

leadership award   

See Reddy on  Page 6  

Dear Friends and Colleagues,  
 During this holiday season, more 
than ever, our thoughts turn to those 
who have made our progress possible. 

And in this spirit, I say, simply but 
sincerely, “Thank you and best 
wishes for the holiday season and 
a Happy New Year.” Moreover, in 
this spirit, I sincerely thank our 
members, researchers, support-

ers and friends who have worked 
tirelessly to advance ARD’s vision,  

mission and goals.  
This edition of ARD Updates contains important infor-

mation about the 2022 ARD Research Symposium. Please visit 
the website for additional information about registration, 
deadlines, etc. An exciting symposium is being planned. I want 
to encourage us to participate in this biennial event. We will 
also be celebrating ARD’s 20th research symposium; exciting 
events and activities are being organized. You do not want to 
miss this historic event. 

The 1890 community remains optimistic that the Build 
Back Better budget reconciliation bill to support the USDA’s 
NIFA to carry out agricultural research, Extension and educa-
tion related to climate change will pass the Senate. Currently, 
the following 1890 research and Extension programs are in-
cluded in the current legislation:  

 In the Research Facilities Act, $1 billion over 10 years, 
providing support to covered institutions for construction, 
alteration, acquisition, modernization, renovation, or re-
modeling of agricultural research facilities includes the 1890 
land-grant institutions.  The bill will also waive require-
ments that institutions provide a match of federal funds. 

 1890 Extension would receive $40 million. 

 1890 Centers of Excellence would receive $20 million ($15 
million for the fiscal year 2022). 

 1890 Institutions Scholarship Grant Program would receive 
$100 million for the fiscal year 2022. 
 

DR. CHANDRA REDDY  

North Carolina A&T awarded the prestigious Innovation and Eco-
nomic Prosperity (IEP) designation from APLU). 

DR. CONRAD BONSI   

https://www.ncat.edu/news/2021/11/iep-aplu-designation.php
https://wwwcp.umes.edu/ard/wp-content/uploads/sites/58/2021/08/registrationform.pdf
https://wwwcp.umes.edu/ard/wp-content/uploads/sites/58/2021/08/registrationform.pdf
https://www.ncat.edu/news/2021/11/iep-aplu-designation.php
https://www.ncat.edu/news/2021/11/iep-aplu-designation.php
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L I N C O LN  HO ST S  C A S T IL L E  
NIFA Director, DR. CARRIE CASTILLE, 
visited the College of Agriculture and 
Environmental Sciences at Lincoln 
University in Jefferson City, Missouri, 
on Wednesday, Dec. 1. After touring 
the farm facilities, Dr. Castille lis-
tened to presentations on critical 
agricultural research in the college 
and the impact of Cooperative Exten-
sion programming statewide. She 
shared her thoughts and ideas with 
the dean's leadership team, Exten-
sion staff and the research faculty. In 
addition, the team provided feed-
back to the director about NIFA's 
programs. 

 South Carolina State University 1890 Research & Extension 
received a $450,000 grant from the USDA’s NRCS to increase farm 
viability and extend the production season of fresh locally grown 
crops through the construction of high tunnel systems (hoop hous-
es). 
 In collaboration with NRCS, SC State 1890 Extension’s sus-
tainable agriculture and natural resources program will establish a 
high tunnel demonstration site at the SC State 1890 Research & 
Demonstration Farm in Olar, S.C. 
The grant's research and training will provide economic and envi-
ronmental benefits to farmers looking to enhance soil quality, re-
duce disease, and meet the state’s demand for fresher, locally grown 
crops. 
 “Hoop houses will build the capacity of small-scale farmers by 
extending the growing season of scarce products during seasons 
when opportunities are often limited,” said Dr. Louis Whitesides, 
vice president and executive director for 1890 programs. “Locally 
grown vegetables are not only perceived by many to be fresher and 
have better taste, but their sales also have indirect benefits for the 
environment by reducing fuel use, 
pollution and transportation costs, 
which is why our farmers must have 
resources like a hoop house at their 
disposal.”   
 Researchers will work with 
sustainable agriculture and natural 
resources Extension agents to raise 
and transplant leafy greens, such as 
greens (turnip and mustard), specialty 
crops, selected fruits and other crops, 
including okra, beans, broccoli, on-
ions, peppers, squash, spinach, toma-
toes and eggplants. Results from the 
studies will identify efficient crop 
selections, planting arrangements and 
spacing to maximize crop production 
in high tunnel systems. 
 In addition to the anticipated 
research and construction of high tunnels, SC State 1890 and NRCS 
will coordinate and promote various statewide outreach programs 
and activities for small-scale farmers and work with county agents 
to develop a South Carolina High Tunnel System Technical Manual. 
Simplified for all ages, the manual will provide a wealth of 
knowledge on the best practices for operating and managing a high 

tunnel. 
 “A common issue amongst small-farmers across the state is a 
lack of knowledge, which oftentimes can be intimidating when try-
ing to understand the agriculture business,” said Dr. Joshua Idassi, 
state program leader for sustainable agriculture and natural re-
sources. “We believe that by providing a manual and implementing 
hands-on training, farmers will receive a basic understanding of how 
to effectively manage their high tunnel systems and also become 
knowledgeable on the best management practices to maximize the 
productivity of their crops year-round.” 
 The three-year grant will cover expenses needed for an agron-
omy specialist and student assistant to monitor crops and conduct 
data collection and provide funding for the supplies and equipment 
needed to construct and operate three high tunnel systems on the 
farm. 
 High tunnels protect plants from severe weather such as high 
winds, heavy rain, hail and drought, which allow farmers to extend 
their growing seasons year-round. High tunnels are also considered 
more affordable than greenhouses. On Sept. 23, SC State 1890 Ex-

tension Upstate region held a High Tunnel Production Management 
workshop for small farmers in Anderson, S.C.  Watch the recap.  
 For more information about the high tunnel management 
program, contact Dr. Joshua Idassi, state program leader for sus-
tainable agriculture and natural resources, at jidassi@scsu.edu. 

SCSU $450,000 grant helps farmers increase viability 

Participants at a recent High Tunnel Management Production workshop hosted by South Carolina State University.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=znmZwBE1poM
mailto:jidassi@scsu.edu
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The Tuskegee University Geospatial and Climate Change 
Center (GCCC), within the College of Agriculture, Environment 
and Nutrition Sciences (CAENS), was established in 2011 as a mul-
tidisciplinary center with computing, software and infrastructure 
resources for teaching, research and outreach activities in the critical 
need areas of geospatial science, climate change, data science and 
related disciplines.  

The GCCC’s vision is to serve as a primary center that 
engages with students, faculty and researchers within CAENS and 
across the university in academic activities that integrate geospatial 
data and technologies, data science, climate change and climate 
modeling tools and applications. In addition, the GCCC actively 
engages in the training of graduate students, Tuskegee University 
Cooperative Extension (TUCE) staff and the development of data-
bases and decision support tools and for Extension activities and 
training. 

Research: Faculty at the center undertake several research 
activities in various areas, including satellite remote sensing, geo-
graphic information systems, climate variability and change, climate 
modeling, quality and dispersion modeling, crop modeling, water-
shed and water quality modeling, land use, land cover change, for-
estry and soils studies, 
climate-smart agricul-
ture, digital and preci-
sion agriculture, deci-
sion support systems, 
environmental and natu-
ral resources monitor-
ing, extreme climate and 
vulnerability assessment, 
agricultural ecosystems 
and services, hydrologic 
modeling for irrigation 
and watershed planning 
and weather and climate 
data analysis for agricul-
tural and environmental 
applications.  

Teaching: To 
prepare students to be 
well equipped for indus-
try and research under-
taking, the GCCC faculty offers over 10 graduate-level courses and 
one undergraduate-level course. These courses all have active labor-
atory components that expose students to geospatial data use, pro-
gramming, spatial analysis and modeling. These courses are taught 
both in-person and online to allow students across the country to 
enroll.  

The GCCC offers a graduate certificate in geospatial sci-
ences for all students who complete 13 credit hours of courses with-
in the center. Additionally, GCCC faculty led the development of 
two online master’s degree programs, namely environmental science 
and environmental management. These programs have been suc-
cessful over the years and have led to the graduation of several stu-
dents. 

Extension: GCCC faculty collaborates closely with the 
Tuskegee University Cooperative Extension (TUCE) program in 
developing and implementing research ideas/goals that help to de-
liver findings, critical information, tools and training to TUCE 
agents and staff for the benefit of limited-resource farmers, land-

owners and other underserved communities within the Alabama 
Black Belt Counties. Over the years, the center has trained and 
equipped Extension staff with various databases and decision-
support tools that enhance decision making in the field. 

Student Training: Graduate and undergraduate GCCC 
students are given adequate opportunities for success after gradua-
tion. Most of our students complete internships with various federal 
agencies, including the National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency, the 
United States Department of Agriculture, the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency and the National Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion. Most of them have been employed at these agencies after grad-
uation or have completed doctoral programs.  

Summer Programs: The GCCC has developed summer 
programs for high school students and teachers across the country. 
These programs include the Geospatial Research and Education 
Program (GREP) and the Geospatial Education and Training 
(GET). The GCCC also actively collaborates with other CAENS 
faculty/departments and participates in various summer programs, 
including AgriTREK/SciTREK, AgDiscovery, Forestry and Natu-
ral Resources Tuskegee Research Enrichment Kamp Summer Insti-
tute (FNR-TREK), Foods and Nutrition Sciences Workshop for 

Teacher (FNS for STEM) and Foods and Nutrition Sciences Sum-
mer Youth College (FaNSYC). 

International Collaborations: GCCC faculty engage in 
international partnerships and collaborations. These have resulted in 
several graduate students training in Tuskegee University, student 
exchanges, summer school programs, visiting postdoctoral scientists 
and international travel by GCCC faculty to provide expertise and 
training for international partners. Some of past collaborations/
projects include: 

 USAID Africa-U.S. Network of Centers of Excellence in Water and 
Environmental Science and Engineering – which focused on research 
and capacity building in environmental, energy and climate 
change science and engineering for West Africa Universities, 
and saw all GCCC faculty travel to Burkina Faso to train West 
African scientists at the International Institute for Water and 
Environmental Engineering (2iE). These scientists also traveled 
to Tuskegee for summer schools led by the GCCC. 

Tuskegee spotlights Geospatial and Climate Change Center 

See GCCC on  Page 7  

Students in the GCCC.  
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April 2 – 5, 2022 | Atlanta Marriott Marquis, Atlanta, GA 
 

 Registration – Nov. 13, 2021 – Feb. 25, 2022—$575 
Late Registration – Feb. 26 – March 25, 2022—$625 

On-Site Registration - $650 

Pay by purchase order, check or credit card. No funds (Note: Credit card users need to pay 
an additional fee to cover bank charges). Register here. 

Atlanta Marriott Marquit Reservations 

Hotel Guest Room Rates: 
Single and Double Occupancy: $194 

Triple Occupancy $214  | Quadruple Occupancy: $234 
Tax and Surcharges:  Hotel rates are confirmed in 2022 and are subject is applicable state 

and local taxes (currently 16.9% plus a $5.00 per night State of Georgia Hotel Motel fee) in 
effect at the time of check in. Deadline to book, March 10, 2022. 

 

 

Each 1890 campus is invited to display a university display at no-cost.  Additional exhibits 

and non-1890 exhibits must pay the fee of $2,000 by Feb. 11, 2022.  All exhibitors, includ-
ing the 1890s, must submit the Exhibit Registration Form by the deadline of Feb. 8. To become 

an exhibitor, click here. To become a sponsor, click here. 

The application deadline for the Morrison-Evans Outstanding Scientist Award and the B.D. 
Mayberry Young Scientist Award is Jan. 21, 2022.  External reviewers, i.e. NIFA National Pro-

gram Leaders will evaluate the applications.  Access the applications here. 
In preparing the submissions, please use the following criteria: 8 1/2 x 11 inch page; Times 

Roman no smaller than 11 points, 1.5 line spacing, one-inch margins all around. There is also a 
six-page limit. 

 
 

For additional information contact:  
Dr. Alton Thompson, ARD Executive Director, (336) 285-2955 or  

Dr. Orlando McMeans (225) 771-4310. 

REGISTRATION 

HOTEL REGISTRATION 

DISPLAYS & EXHIB ITS  

MORRISON-EVANS & MAYBERRY AWARDS 

THE 1890 RESEARCH AND INNOVATION AGENDA:    

PATHWAYS TO BUILD BACK BETTER 

https://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/atlmq-atlanta-marriott-marquis/
https://wwwcp.umes.edu/ard/wp-content/uploads/sites/58/2021/08/registrationform.pdf
https://book.passkey.com/go/ard2022
https://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/atlmq-atlanta-marriott-marquis/
https://wwwcp.umes.edu/ard/wp-content/uploads/sites/58/2021/08/ard-exhibitors-form_2021-final.pdf
https://wwwcp.umes.edu/ard/wp-content/uploads/sites/58/2021/08/ard-exhibitors-form_2021-final.pdf
https://wwwcp.umes.edu/ard/wp-content/uploads/sites/58/2021/08/SponsorshipsARDSymposium2022web.pdf
https://wwwcp.umes.edu/ard/1890symposium/award-nominations-overview/
mailto:athompson1@ncat.edu
mailto:orlando_mcmeans@suagcenter.com
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The N.C. A&T College of Agriculture and Environmental 
Sciences recently brought a new perspective on climate change and 
agriculture to some of the computer and math modeling studies 

taking place at the world-famous Brookhaven 
National Laboratory. 
This was largely thanks to Gregory Goins, Ph.D., 
professor and chair of the Department of Natu-
ral Resources and Environmental Design, who 
was invited to lead and organize a session on 
climate environmental impact during the BNL’s 
New York Scientific Data Summit 2021. 
 People who experience the worst effects of 
climate change are often socially disadvantaged 
and depend on natural resources for their liveli-
hoods, said Goins, a crop scientist and former 
NASA staff scientist with expertise in computer 
science. Meanwhile, mathematical models aimed 
at curbing the greenhouse gases that cause cli-
mate change depend on field research data. Thus, 
that data needs to include research about minori-
ties and disadvantaged regions. 
Goins described the session as a “win-win” for 
A&T and Brookhaven. The new relationship 
with Brookhaven could help A&T get closer to 
resources relative to the best computational pow-
er in the country. The global effort to manage 
climate change stands to benefit too. 
 “I’m very hopeful that endeavors that in-
clude all communities working together will 
make it much more likely that we’ll be able to 

come up with solutions that benefit the spectrum of society,” Goins 
said. 

The four-day virtual summit was streamed live from the 
Upton, NY-based lab in November. Operating under the U.S. De-
partment of Energy, BNL describes its purpose as delivering 

“discovery science and transformative technology to power and 
secure the nation’s future.” The summit was convened for research-
ers to share data and discoveries to develop better models for solv-
ing some of the world’s most complex problems, including nuclear 
proliferation, climate change and natural disasters. 

A report from the entire summit is being compiled and 
will be available at https://www.bnl.gov/nysds21/ to appear under 
the Talks/Proceedings tab. 

One of the presenters Goins brought to the climate 
change session was Arnab Bhowmik, Ph.D., a CAES assistant pro-
fessor specializing in soil microbiology research, winner of several 
academic awards, including A&T’s 2020 Rookie Faculty Researcher 
of the Year and the CAES 2021 High Impact Publishing Award. 

Bhowmik’s Soil Sustainability Lab at A&T studies natural 
mechanisms and human activities that affect soil quality, including 
the use of cover crops and manure or biochar amendments. His 
recent studies have looked at hemp biochar and other soil manage-
ment approaches to limit greenhouse gas emissions. 

The planet’s entire ecosystem links back to the soil, he 
says. 

“Soil is not just a medium for plant growth. It is central to 
environmental, plant, animal and human health,” Bhowmik said. 

Other presenters Goins brought to the summit included 
Leila Hashemi-Beni, Ph.D., assistant professor of geomatics and 
A&T’s director of Geospatial Science and Remote Sensing Labora-
tory at the Department of Built Environment in the College of Sci-
ence and Technology, and Seth Blumsack, Ph.D., professor of ener-
gy policy and economics and international affairs at The Pennsylva-
nia State University. 

Goins anticipates that the university’s first-ever participa-
tion in the summit will help climate change modelers include more 
data from under-represented populations from an environmental 
justice perspective. 

“This will add to a greater understanding of this complex 
issue, really the existential crisis of our time,” Goins said. 

 North Carolina Agricultural and Technical State University 
announces a new Ph.D. in agricultural and environmental scienc-
es through its College of Agriculture and Environmental Sciences 
(CAES). 

Recently approved by the Southern Association of Colleg-
es and Schools, the program will enroll its first students in the 
spring 2022 semester. 

Program graduates will provide leadership and research-
based solutions for the agriculture industry as it grows to sustainably 
meet the world’s increasing need for food, fiber and other products. 
The demand for food is expected to increase at least 2.5 times by 
2050 as the global population approaches 10 billion, according to 
the United Nations Environment Program. 

“Our new Ph.D. will help the agricultural industry meet 
the challenge of feeding and clothing the world’s growing popula-
tion,” said CAES Dean Mohamed Ahmedna, Ph.D. “Cutting across 
our four academic departments, our program will continue our tra-
dition of integration and innovation in teaching and research.” 

Agriculture, including food, fiber and forestry, contributes 
$95.9 billion annually to the North Carolina economy and employs 
more than 17% of its workforce, making it the state’s largest indus-
try, according to the N.C. Department of Agriculture and Consumer 
Services. Agriculture also is the nation’s largest employer, account-

ing for more than 21 million jobs, the USDA reports. 
Students in the program will specialize in one of five con-

centrations: food science, human nutrition and health; sustainable 
agriculture and environmental sciences; agribusiness and applied 
economics; agricultural and extension education, or 
sustainable animal production and health. 

“Agriculture is constantly changing, and it 
needs professionals who understand and put into prac-
tice the latest information about nutrition, safety, envi-
ronmental impacts and other issues,” said Antoine 
Alston, Ph.D., CAES associate dean for academic 
studies. “Our new Ph.D. will prepare our students to 
thrive as leaders in this dynamic and essential indus-
try.” 

The university plans to enroll 10 students in the program’s 
first year, adding five more students in each subsequent year. 

The Ph.D. in agriculture and environmental sciences is 
A&T’s 11th doctoral program. The university offers 23 doctoral 
concentrations, eight in applied science and technology and five in 
agriculture and environmental sciences. 
For more information about the program and its concentrations, contact Alston 
at alstona@ncat.edu and (336) 285-4818. For more information about ad-
missions and enrollment, contact The Graduate College at N.C. A&T. 

N.C. A&T gets final approval for new ag doctoral program  

A&T’s Goins helps redefine computer and math modeling studies 

DR. GREG GOINS 

DR. AMAB BHOWMIK 

https://www.ncat.edu/caes/departments/natural-resources-and-environmental-design/index.php
https://www.ncat.edu/caes/departments/natural-resources-and-environmental-design/index.php
https://www.bnl.gov/nysds21/
mailto:alstona@ncat.edu
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu7061146.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3D4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUSzMVHjb9WyaP1CKg7WYSN-2FfoYp2GaCu8gQ6UNveg-2FDuMZqWG116fColVELMI-2FqbbU2Kl1FxGXCgBsPltvPIowg-3DcNVS_Pc4mcoMUev7-2BiI5ZTnx6am
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Reddy … from page 1 

The 1890 community also encourages 
the White House and congressional lead-
ership to seriously consider providing ad-
ditional funds to address widespread infra-
structure challenges at the 1862 institu-
tions. This inclusion is critical for U.S. agri-
cultural research, Extension and global 
leadership for decades to come.  

The 1890 leaders across the three 
mission areas continue to work collabora-
tively to better serve the people, families 
and communities in the 1890 region. The 
AEA and ARD will host a joint meeting with 
the Council of 1890 Deans of Agriculture in 
January 2022. Additional information will 
be provided in the January 2022 edition of 
ARD Updates, including agenda topics.  

One of the real joys of the holiday 
season is the opportunity to say “Thank 
You” and to wish all of you the very best 
for the New Year.   

I look forward to your continued sup-
port and participation as we remain com-
mitted to making ARD the best research 
association it can be. 

EXCELLENCE IN LEADERSHIP—This award recogniz-
es those who have served the Regional Associations, ESCOP—ESS 
and/or the national land grant system with exemplary distinction.  

ELIGIBILITY Individuals eligible for this award are former 
or current State Agricultural Experiment/Research Station (SAES 
or ARD) leaders who have provided ser-
vice as assistant director, associate director, 
director, administrator or as chief operating 
officers with equivalent, but variant titles 
(e.g., vice chancellor, associate vice chan-
cellor, associate vice president, dean for 
research) and/or as a regional executive 
director. This award is distinctive in its 
expectations and not necessarily coincident 
with retirement, election to a specific office 
or any other specific professional benchmark.  

SUBMISSION AND REVIEW 
Nominations for the recognition in the 1890 region should be 

submitted to Dr. Alton Thompson by March 1, 2022. The ARD 
Executive Committee will review the nominations and email the 
ARD members in good standing to select the winner. The nominee 
with the most votes will be submitted to the ESS chair and the ex-
ecutive vice-chair and the executive vice-chair of the Science the 
Technology Committee.  

Click here to view the call for nominations.  
EXCELLENCE IN MULTISTATE RESEARCH—The 

purpose of this award program is to annually recognize those sta-
tion scientists who are conducting exemplary multistate activities 

and enhance the visibility of the multistate program. A recipient 
multistate project will be selected from the pool of nominees sub-
mitted by the five regional research associations and judged by the 
ESCOP Science and Technology Committee to exhibit sustained, 
meritorious and exceptional multistate research activities. The ES-

COP Executive Committee will provide final ap-
proval.  
ELIGIBILITY  
Any current multistate project (research, ERA, CC) 
listed in NIMSS (www.nimss.org) 
is eligible for consideration. The nomination is pre-
dominantly based upon the five-year project period. 
The multistate research authority allows other 
nonSAES partners to join these project-based collab-
orations. Thus, many multistate projects include Ex-

tension specialists and ARS or Forest Service research scientists. 
Many projects have private sector and non-land grant participants, 
and most multistate projects have participants from more than a 
single region.  

BASIS FOR NOMINATION  
Each of the five regions may nominate one multistate project. 

An individual project should document collaborative activities. 
Nominations shall be made to the chair of the respective regional 
Multistate Research Committee (MRC) or Multistate Activities 
Committee (MAC) via the regional executive director’s office. 
Nominations are due in the Office of the Executive Directors on or 
before March 1, 2022. 

 Click here to view the call for nominations. 

 Nominations open for ESCOP/ESS awards 

 Land-grant universities and colleges have historically played important roles in 
research, education and the distribution of information and practices to support 
America's highly productive agriculture community.   

A Blue Ribbon Panel will explore how enhanced coordination, collaboration 
and integration within the land-grant system can increase the impact of research, edu-
cation and Extension on the success of U.S. agriculture as it addresses new competi-
tive challenges, pressures on environmental systems and demands from consumers. 
With input from a stakeholder workshop, the panel will produce a report describing a 
framework for catalyzing successful outcomes through effective coordination and 
collaboration. 

Click for additional information about this Blue Ribbon Panel and the com-
mittee members. Congratulations to Dr. Olga U. Bolden-Tiller, Tuskegee University, 
and Dr. Moses T. Kairo, University of Maryland Eastern Shore, for representing the 
1890 institutions. 

Blue Ribbon Panel will evaluate land-grants 

USDA announced the theme and program of the 98th Agricultural Outlook Forum, 
a virtual event held on Feb. 24-25, 2022. The 2022 Forum theme is “New Paths to 
Sustainability and Productivity Growth,” and the program will focus on innova-
tions to minimize the environmental footprint of agriculture and ensure sustaina-
bility while improving crop yields. 

https://wwwcp.umes.edu/ard/wp-content/uploads/sites/58/2021/12/2022_Leadership_Award_Call_20211111.pdf
http://www.nimss.org
https://wwwcp.umes.edu/ard/wp-content/uploads/sites/58/2021/12/SCITECH_2022-Excellence-Multistate-Research-Award-Final-DRAFT_20210712.pdf
https://www.nationalacademies.org/our-work/enhancing-coordination-between-land-grant-universities-and-colleges
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001sf6eeybPoVay_grG8mp_zGExc84sxFuIF5z_RQC_x-56IjLmxdmNyFnEF8Wf-3GZqKVLcYp2v0WikOTqwdJGy1MZDZFRdtOmrxYCiuz9md9NmdIZH-EQFmZUTdrek7mf0AbB6GAdG5Qt5136w2OVyPvVPLmhbidaP-lgl9iEEWU=&c=xgIK1nzXnMaduBuhHhW7Q-b0crdliCRwgInI2ck2hwiKOqjOS_8A
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ARD OFFICERS 

Chandra Reddy 
(Chair) 

Tennessee State University 

Email: creddy@tnstate.edu 

 

Louis Whitesides 
(Chair-Elect) 

South Carolina State University 
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Post-Doctoral Diversity and Innovation Scholars Opportunities – University of New Hampshire 
The College of Life Sciences and Agriculture at the University of New Hampshire is recruiting two post-
doctoral scholars as part of the UNH Post-Doctoral Diversity and Innovation Scholars program.  
Two opportunities:  
Post-doctoral scholar in ecology | Post-doctoral scholar in social science and climate change 
University of Missouri, Regional Director, Northwest Extension Counties—Regional Directors provide 
primary leadership and development of county engagement specialists and Extension councils and 
secondary leadership to field specialists headquartered in the region. Working with these and other 
partners, they guide the delivery of programs and services to maximize the engagement and value-
adding impacts of the University of Missouri. Review the full job description.  

GCCC . . . from Page 3 
 USAID Senegal project on education and education in agriculture – Which focused on educational 

training, curriculum revision, education, training and capacity building for several universi-
ties in Senegal. 

 NATO Science for Peace Project - Real-time Remote Sensing for Early Warning and Mitigation of 
Disasters, Including Epidemics: The Mediterranean Dialogue Earth Observatory (MEO) in Morocco, 
Egypt and other North African countries. 

 USDA Cochran Fellowship- Integrative Training in Soil Fertility Management and Seed Production 
Technology in the Face of Climate Change in Burkina Faso and Senegal".  
The GCCC is currently collaborating on a Center of Excellence for International Engage-

ment and Development (CEIED) global food security project that focuses on strengthening 
global food security and nutrition for health and well-being in Ghana. GCCC has also hosted 
many international students from Egypt, Senegal, Nigeria, Ghana, Kenya, Tanzania and other 
countries who have graduated with master’s degrees or Ph.D.’s under the supervision of 
GCCC faculty. 

 External Resources and Collaborators: The GCCC actively collaborates with many 
1890 and 1862 land-grant institutions, and is engaged in partnerships that provide critical re-
sources, including the Alabama Remote Sensing Consortium, The Alabama Supercomputer 
Authority, AmericaView and NOAA Supercomputer. 
 Current and Future Research Goals: Some of the current and future GCCC research 
activities include:  

 Improving projections and analysis for assessing climate change impacts on hydrologic 
and agricultural systems within Alabama and the southeastern U.S. 

 Enhancing integrated modeling approach to climate change and hydrologic modeling to 
develop decision support systems for watershed and environmental management.  

 Developing Digital Agriculture, Digital Extension for CAENS, big data applications in 
agriculture and climate sciences. 

 Developing adaptation options and strategies to minimize the impact of climate change on 
crop production for small farmers over the Alabama Black Belt area. 

 Conducting air quality research over the southeast U.S., especially the Black Belt area.  

 Using geospatial tools for social sciences studies, environmental health, environmental 
justice, and various vulnerability assessments. 

Faculty and Contact: The GCCC has three faculty members who collaborate with the other departments 
and faculty in CAENS and TUCE are involved in teaching, research, Extension and outreach programs. 
They are: Dr. Joseph E Quansah, associate professor and GCCC director of the GCCC, 
jquansah@tuskegee.edu, 334-727-8419; Dr. Souleymane Fall, associate professor, sfall@tuskegee.edu, 334-
727-8543 and Dr. Gamal El Afandi, associate professor, gelafandi@tuskegee.edu, 334-724-4790  
Address/Location | Geospatial and Climate Change Center, 201 Mary Starke Harper Hall, Tuskegee 
University, 1200 W. Montgomery Rd., Tuskegee, AL 36088, Dr. Gamal El Afandi, associate pro-
fessor 
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