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Tuskegee University alum and publisher of Minority 
Landowner magazine Victor L. Harris established 
the Mrs. Bobbie Nell Barnes Memorial Scholarship 

Fund in memory of his mother who died of colon cancer. 
The Scholarship awards $1,000 each year to a student in the 
Tuskegee University College of Agriculture, Environment, and 
Nutrition Sciences.

Mrs. Barnes was born in Hartwell, Georgia, April 17, 1932 
and died at her home in Athens, Georgia September 21, 2006. 
She was the third child 
of Emma Bradley. Mrs. 
Barnes gave birth to 10 
children: Hamlet, Prince, 
Mary, James, Letricia, 
Barbara, Victor, David, 
Joe, and Charles.

Victor was the first 
in his family to attend 
college by enrolling in 
the forestry program at 
Tuskegee Institute in 1979, 
completing that program 
and then earning a Bach-
elor of Science degree in 
Forestry at North Caro-
lina State University. Younger brother David followed him to 
Tuskegee, earning a B.S. in Management Science from Mother 
Tuskegee.

A Review Committee appointed by the Dean of the College 
of Agriculture, Environment, and Nutrition Sciences receives 
and reviews applications, and selects the scholarship recipient. 
Applicants must submit a supporting essay, and must be rising 
sophomores, juniors or seniors. Incoming freshman and graduate 
students are not eligible. The Review Committee considers sev-
eral factors including the student’s financial need, and students 
must have a minimum 2.5 cumulative grade point average. 

The 2015-16 scholarship recipient is rising senior Nemuel 
Bonner, a food science major from Cincinnati, Ohio. Nemuel 
has concerns about the relationship between unhealthy eating 
habits and chronic diseases, especially within minority com-
munities. His career goals include opening a restaurant and 
hosting an annual health fair. In his application essay he says, 
“I have a passion for cooking which falls under culinary arts. I 
decided to study food science because not only did I want to 
cook food, I want to ensure that it’s nutritious.” One of seven 
children, Nemuel is the first in his family to attend college, 
and is a first generation college student. 

Taylor Graham was selected as the very first recipient of the 
Mrs. Bobbie Nell Barnes Memorial Scholarship during the 
2014-15 academic year. A member of the Class of 2015, she is an 
environmental science major from Schaumburg, Illinois. In her 
thank you letter she wrote, “Thanks to your generosity, I will 
now be able to focus on classes and graduation. I hope one day 
to be able to help a student achieve his or her goals, just as you 
have helped me.”
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