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TUSKEGEE UNIVERSITY 
Founded by Lewis Adams and Booker T. Washington 

 
  Office of the Dean of Students  
 
 

Student Conduct Process Guide for Parents 
 

Tuskegee University and the Office of the Dean of Students recognize that parents will inevitably have 
questions regarding their son or daughter receiving a letter from either the Office of the Dean of 
Students and/or the Office of Judicial Affairs. It is the duty of the Dean of Students to guide the student 
and parents through the process, but also I must recognize that privacy allowances are made under the 
Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA). The student, if over the age of 18 years of age, is 
recognized as a young adult; and therefore assumes the responsibility for their academic and behavioral 
matters while enrolled at Tuskegee University.  
 
We, as an office and an institution, encourage that parents discuss any and all situations with the 
students prior to making contact with the office. In a majority of cases, the Office of the Dean of 
Students and Judicial Affairs are unable to discuss student issues that are related to disciplinary 
situations without the written authorization of the student. Officers from this office has discretion to 
share information concerning a student and his/her case even if the student has signed a waiver of 
FERPA rights. It is usually the practice of the Office of the Dean of Students and Judicial Affairs NOT 
to give information about a student concerning a case unless a separation from the university is 
imminent.  
 
For the convenience of parents, here are answers to the most frequently asked questions.  
 

Q. My child just received a letter detailing that he/she is facing disciplinary action from the Office of 
Judicial Affairs. How can I find out what is happening? 
 
A. The first step, as a parent, is to discuss the situation with your child. It is the policy of the institution 
to communicate with the student on all judicial matters. The Offices of the Dean of Students and 
Judicial Affairs can only share specific case information when a student has signed a FERPA policy 
waiver within the Office of the Registrar. Communication will still continue directly with the student.  
Students must represent themselves during the duration of the judicial process at all times.  
 

Q. My child just told me that he/she was involved in a judicial matter. What can I do? 
 

A. The judicial process at Tuskegee University does allow the parent limited involvement. We 
encourage the parent to speak with their child and provide moral support.  The parent may give the 
child advice and ask questions of him or her, and even attend the hearing with their child. The parent 
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cannot speak on behalf of the student or participate in the hearing. Tuskegee expects the student to 
manage their process as adults.  
 

 
Q. My child was told to appear at a hearing. May I attend this hearing?  
 

A. The parent can attend the hearing, but cannot participate in the proceedings.  The judicial process 
calls for those who are directly involved being able to participate in the judicial proceedings.  
 

Q. My child and I are concerned that the judicial proceedings could result in separation from the 
university. Should I hire an attorney for the hearing?  
 

A.  The decision to hire an attorney for a judicial hearing is strictly incumbent of the family. But 
understand that the attorney is prohibited from participating in the judicial process.  The attorney cannot 
represent the student in lieu of the student attending the hearing. If the charges from the university are 
also concurrent with criminal charges, the family may hire a lawyer to be present with the student 
during the judicial proceedings but the attorney’s role is to be an advisor only.  
 

Q. My child was found not guilty of the charges in criminal court, why is the university proceeding 
with charges on campus? 
 

A. The university has the right to proceed with charges on campus regardless of the action of criminal 
court. The Judicial Hearing Board is not a criminal court and is solely concerned in determining if rules 
of the university were violated by the student. It is possible that the criminal court finds a student “Not 
Guilty” or “Charges are Dropped” while the Judicial Hearing Board finds the student “In-Violation” of 
the Code of Conduct on campus.  
 

Q. My child is being held accountable for an incident that happened off-campus? Why and how can 
Tuskegee do this?  
 

A. Tuskegee has the right to assert jurisdiction for any incident off-campus that violates the Student 
Code of Conduct.  The Offices of the Dean of Students and Judicial Affairs reserve the right to protect 
the image and sanctity of Tuskegee University; a student’s actions away from campus that brings 
negative publicity to the institution can initiate judicial charges. The Dean of Students and the Vice 
President of Student Affairs and Enrollment Management maintain the final authority of off-campus 
jurisdiction.   
 
 
While this is not an exhaustive list of questions that parents may have concerning their child and the 
judicial process, it is meant to help alleviate most questions or concerns about the role of the parent. 
Should any additional information be needed, please feel free to contact the Office of the Dean of 
Students at 334-727-8421 or the Office of Judicial Affairs/Title IX at 334-727-8026.  
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