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G
reetings Alumni, 
Friends, and 
Supporters of the 
Tuskegee University 

College of Veterinary Medicine 
(TUCVM) and welcome to the 
latest issue of the Veterinary 
Medical Perspective. The Spring/
Summer 2016 edition highlights 
alumni achievements, and the 
accomplishments made by the 
faculty, staff and students in 
advancing our academic and 
research programs. In each 
edition, a Legacy page is 
dedicated to the alumni who have 
a family of veterinary graduates 
from “Mother Tuskegee.” This 
issue portrays the Hardy Men 
(Dr. John D. Hardy, Dr. John M. 
Hardy, Dr. Gregory Hardy and Dr. Douglas Hardy). 

I am pleased to announce that on July 2, 2016, the 
Tuskegee University Board of Trustees (BOT) approved 
the separation of the College of Veterinary Medicine, 
Nursing and Allied Health (CVMNAH) into two units - the 
College of Veterinary Medicine and the School of Nursing 
and Allied Health. This strategic move allows the leadership 
of each of the academic units to focus on strengthening 
its educational programs, research programs, financial 
foundation, and alumni support. 

I am also delighted to share some of our educational 
activities that are highlighted in this issue. First, please join 
me in congratulating the 69 veterinary medical graduates 
in the Class of 2016 as well as the 29 graduates who 
received honors. We also had five graduates to receive 
the Master of Public Health, one graduate to receive the 
Master of Science in Veterinary Science, and one graduate 
to receive the Ph.D. in Integrative Biosciences (IBS) shared 
by the College of Veterinary Medicine; the College of 
Agriculture, Environment and Nutrition Sciences; and the 
College of Arts and Sciences. Congratulations to all of 
our graduates as they continue life-long learning in their 
respective careers. 

The veterinary curriculum is 
undergoing a comprehensive 
review for implementation 
during the fall semester of 2017 
beginning with the Class of 2021. 
This is the last accreditation 
standard that the College has to 
achieve with the AVMA Council 
on Education. I am appreciative 
for the CVM Leadership Council 
and the team efforts of the faculty, 
staff and students who worked 
cohesively over the past year, and 
as we continue to move through 
the accreditation process. 

A HUGE thank you to our alumni 
who returned home for the 
51st Annual Veterinary Medical 
Symposium held March 30-April 

2, 2016. Our dedicated alumni kicked off the $250K 
Veterinary Alumni Renovation Fund which is 
a fundraising project partnership between the Tuskegee 
Veterinary Medical Alumni Association (TVMAA) and the 
TUCVM to support the renovations of the Veterinary 
Medical Teaching Hospital (VMTH). To date, the 
funds raised total $113,481.70! Please read 
more about this fundraising project in this issue under 
development news and ways that you can support alumni 
efforts. Be sure to mark your calendars for the 52nd 
Annual Veterinary Medical Symposium which is 
scheduled for March 22-25, 2017. I look forward to 
seeing you at our annual alumni celebration. 

Please enjoy reading about the many exciting news events 
in this issue of the Veterinary Medical Perspective. Remember, 
TUCVM is committed to communicating on a regular basis 
with you. So, continue sending your news and comments 
to us. Thank you for your continued support!

Sincerely,

Ruby L. Perry, DVM, MS, DACVR
Dean and Professor of Veterinary Radiology

MESSAGE FROM THE DEAN:

Dr. Ruby L. Perry
Dean
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Large Animal Clinician Dr. 
Elizabeth Yorke is teaching 
the fourth-year veterinary 
medical students how to 
perform a hoof tester exam 
as part of the lameness 
evaluation of a horse.
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TUCVM appreciates your continued support. For more infor-
mation on ways to give, please consult your financial advisor. For 
further assistance, you may also contact Dr. Cheryl G. Davis, As-
sociate Dean for Strategic Initiatives and Executive Director for 
External Relations, 334-724-4178, davis@mytu.tuskegee.edu.

D
EV

EL
O

PM
EN

T
 N

EW
S

Message of Appreciation to Alumni 
from Dean Ruby L. Perry 

A
t the 51st Annual Veterinary Medical 
Symposium, the Tuskegee Veterinary 
Medical Alumni Association (TVMAA) 
demonstrated the kind of support that 

has sustained the legacy of our beloved alma mater 
over the many years since its envision in 1945.  In 
1935, Dr. Frederick D. Patterson became the third 
president of Tuskegee Institute and began fulfilling 
his vision to establish the School of Veterinary Medi-
cine. With over 2,600 alumni, we shall sustain our 
Legacy.   Over the past year, we have been able to 
remove all accreditation deficiencies with the ex-
ception of one which is the Curriculum (Standard 
9).  We are in the process of revising the Curriculum 
which is scheduled to be completed in 2017.   

At the TVMAA business meeting on Thursday, May 
31, 2016, the alumni pledged to develop a $250K 
renovation fund specifically to assist with the Phase 
II renovations of the Veterinary Medical Teaching 
Hospital (VMTH) required to meet accreditation 
standards.  Phase III is the purchase of major equip-
ment for diagnostic areas in the VMTH.  An equip-
ment list from the various sections of the VMTH has 
been generated. Phase I of the renovations focused 
primarily on infrastructure ($695K) and have been 
completed.  Tuskegee University has been intrinsi-
cally supportive at all levels throughout the accredi-
tation process.  

I extend my heartfelt appreciation to each of you 
for your contributions to the Alumni Renovation 
Fund.  As the dean and an alum (Class of 1977), I 
also pledge to continue my financial support to my 
beloved veterinary school and will join you in mak-
ing my contribution to the Alumni Renovation Fund.  
With the support of each of you for this project 
and future projects designed to improve the Veteri-
nary Medical Teaching Hospital and learning facilities, 

a major difference can be achieved.  Please click on 
the link provided below for more information about 
this project.  If you need to contact me, I can be 
reached by email at rperry@mytu.tuskegee.edu or 
contact my office at 334-727-8764.

www.onemedicine.tuskegee.edu/Sustaining_Legacy.htm

Phase I: Infrastructure Renovations in the  
  Veterinary Medical Teaching Hospital (VMTH)
Cost: $695K
Status: Completed

Phase II: Renovations of Student Learning and Teaching  
 Spaces in the Veterinary Complex
 Remodeling of Restrooms for ADA Compliance
 Renovation of the Outdoor Dog Kennels

Phase III: Purchase of Major Equipment for the VMTH  
 and other Teaching and Learning Environments

Alumni Renovation Fund Deadline:  March 30, 2017

Sustaining Our Legacy
$250K Veterinary Alumni Renovation Fund
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Tuskegee Alums are Cast of New 
Animal Planet Series and Encourage 

Next Generation of Tuskegee University Veterinarians

The Tuskegee University grads featured in Ani-
mal Planet’s “The Vet Life” made a virtual return 
to their alma mater on June 2 to show their ap-
preciation and to encourage students. During 

an on-campus preview, the community got an early look 
at the new reality show about alumni and veterinarians 
Drs. Diarra Blue, Aubrey Ross and Michael Lavigne. 

Before and after the 
viewing, the doctors 
did a Q&A via Skype 
and shared several 
words of wisdom with 
faculty and students 
from the College of 
Veterinary Medicine. 
Their advice to aspiring 
veterinarians covered 
a multitude of topics, 
from helpful textbooks 
to having the proper 
mental attitude.

“Believe in yourself. Be-
lieve in your heart that 
you can make it. Go 
out there and rock,” 
Ross said. 

All three doctors were 
very appreciative of the 
education and train-
ing they received from 
Tuskegee and thanked 
their professors that 

were in the audience. They praised the program for help-
ing them be career-ready and able to handle a multitude 
of medical problems that they see in their practice. 

“We shine around this world and don’t let anyone tell 
you different,” Blue said of Tuskegee-trained veterinar-
ians. “You made a solid decision in life.”

“Our graduates have made some remarkable strides in 
history and the debut of ‘The Vet Life’ is one more ex-
ample of such an accomplishment,” said Dr. Ruby Perry, 
dean of the Tuskegee University College of Veterinary 
Medicine.

“We are truly very proud of Drs. Blue, Ross and Lavigne 
and the message that this show passes to others seeking 
a similar career path in veterinary medicine. Yes, you can 
do this, too!” 

Animal Planet premiered “The Vet Life” show Saturday, 
June 4 at 10 p.m. EST/9 p.m. CST. 

About The Vet Life
According to an Animal Planet press release, the doctors 
have been friends since attending Tuskegee University’s Col-
lege of Veterinary Medicine. They began their careers in Las 
Vegas, before they decided to open their Texas-based prac-
tice CY-Fair Animal Hospital in 2015. The series captures 
the doctors' lives as they juggle running a new business 
while managing their family life filled with spouses, parents, 
in-laws, children, pets and friends, as well as their intense 
moments saving the lives of animals at their clinic, the Ani-
mal Planet website states. 

The veterinarians are dedicated to providing the best care 
for their patients – both human and animal. Dr. Blue’s (Class 
of 2009) personality keeps them smiling and in good spirits 
while Dr. Ross (Class of 2007) keeps the clinic running dur-
ing an often hectic workday. Dr. Lavigne (Class of 2007) is a 
skilled surgeon who provides balance. With a combined ex-
perience of over 22 years and a shared love of animals, the 
doctors strive to educate the public about the importance 
of preventative medicine in order to extend the longevity of 
the human and animal bond.

Dean Ruby Perry encourages audience participants to ask questions 
during Skype session.

Dr. Diarra Blue

Dr. Michael Lavigne

Dr. Aubrey Ross

The Vet Life stars in Skype session 
with participants in Patterson Hall’s 
veterinary school auditorium.
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“Mother Tuskegee” and the Tuskegee University College of Veterinary Medicine’s 
(TUCVM) outstanding track record of producing legacies is putting the spotlight 
on the Hardy Men (Drs. John D. Hardy, John M. Hardy, Gregory 
Hardy and Douglas Hardy) in this Spring/Summer issue of the Veterinary 

Medical Perspective.

D
r. John D. Har-
dy, a member 
of the Class of 
1963, started 

a true legacy of Tuskegee 
veterinary graduates when 
he decided to become 
a veterinarian.  It is a true 

statement of the impact The Tuskegee Experience had on him 
that trickled down to his three sons. Each son has a similar 
story to tell in what led him to follow in their father’s footsteps.

Dr. Gregory A. Hardy
“I have been around pets and helping them 
since I can remember. One of my earliest 
memories was taking puppies shortly after 
they were removed by c-section from their 
mother and helping get them breathing 
and keeping them warm. It may have been 
at this time when I fell in love with veteri-

nary medicine. It was sometime around my 5th birthday. Wow, 
so young! It didn’t hurt that my father was the veterinarian. 
When I began my college career at UCLA it was no question 
that I would pursue a career in veterinary medicine. My two 
brothers also chose to follow this path. I had always been a 
good student but it wasn’t until vet school at Tuskegee Univer-
sity that a passion for learning was awakened and I took to it 
like I had been raised to learn this stuff. Gaining the ability to 
help pets in the manner that I had grown up observing, was a 
dream come true. After school, I worked with my father and 
absorbed all the knowledge possible from a seasoned profes-
sional before venturing out and experiencing work elsewhere.”

Dr. Gregory Hardy is now working in the San Gabriel Valley 
area and resides in Arcadia with his wife and two children.

Dr. Douglas Hardy
“My first exposure to veterinary medicine 
began with days with my dad, that’s all. I just 
wanted to spend time together. I remem-
ber getting up on Saturdays moving slowly 
when I’d hear the door close. I would dress 
in a hurry then dash out to the garage to 
catch my dad before he left for work yell-

ing ahead, ‘I want to go!’ His office was always exciting. There 
was always a room full of people with their pets. It was a very 
high energy environment. I started out helping by washing win-
dows, pulling weeds and cleaning cages. Soon, I graduated to 
animal patient restraint for exams and on occasion while ob-
serving surgery I would hear, ‘Doug, scrub in, put some gloves 
on and hold this.’ I probably knew earlier, but the first time I 
recall knowing that I wanted to be a veterinarian was when I 
was 12 years old. And by the time I had finished high school, 
I knew that I wanted to go to Tuskegee for veterinary school.  
After graduating in 1992, I joined the practice with my father 
and my brother, Greg. Years later, my brother John graduated. 
Working in a family practice was challenging and rewarding at 
the same time.”

Dr. Douglas Hardy is on staff for a referral hospital in Los An-
geles. He resides in Lakewood, California with his wife and chil-
dren.

Dr. John M. Hardy
“My Dedication to helping pets has been 
a lifelong commitment. I spent summers 
working in a veterinary hospital since age 
five. My fondest memories include assisting 
with c-sections by helping the newborns 
breath and keeping them warm. Ever since, 
veterinary medicine has been my pas-

sion.  After earning my undergraduate degree in biology from 
Tuskegee University, I continued on at Tuskegee and earned 
my veterinary medicine degree. Gaining the ability to help 
pets in a manner that I had grown up observing, was a dream 
come true as well for me. A deep satisfaction is gained when-
ever I can help an injured or sick animal return to health. After 
school, I briefly worked as a veterinarian in Las Vegas as well as 

ALUMNI  IN FOCUS  

SPOTLIGHT on the Hardy Men…  
“A Legacy Continued…”
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ALVMA Recognizes Alums

The Alabama Veterinary Medical 
Association (ALVMA), the 
oldest and largest professional 
veterinary association in 

the state of Alabama, held its annual 
conference, the 2016 Emerald Coast 
Veterinary Conference, June 1-5. 
During the June 2nd Awards Luncheon, 
the ALVMA honored TUCVM's own 

Dr. Jerome Williams (’69) with the Distinguished 
Service Award which is the ALVMA’s most prestigious 
award.  The Distinguished Service Award is the highest 
award given by the Association, and is given only to 
ALVMA members that have given of their time and 
energies beyond all reasonable expectations and have 
made exceptional achievements and contributions to 
the advancement of the profession. 

Dr. Williams is the president and founder of Red 
Mountain Animal Clinic in Homewood, Ala.  Since 1999, 
Williams has been a local personality on Birmingham’s 
Fox 6 News as their resident veterinarian on the 
programs “Good Day Alabama” and “Ask the Pet 
Doctor.”  In 2009, Williams expanded his work with 
Fox 6 News as veterinarian co-producer and co-
host for the “Veterinary Specialist” segment.  He also 
serves as a national news reporter for the Veterinary 
News Network.  Last year, Williams was appointed 
as the president of the Alabama Veterinary Medical 
Foundation (ALVMF) and previously he served as its 
treasurer.

Dr. Williams was also reappointed by Alabama 
Governor Robert Bentley as a member of the Alabama 
Agricultural and Mechanical University (Alabama A&M) 
Board of Trustees to represent the Sixth Congressional 
District until January 2022.

Dr. Ruby Perry 
(’77), dean of the 
Tuskegee College of 
Veterinary Medicine, 
was also recognized 
by alum Dr. T.C. 
Branch (’81) during 
the ALVMA Board 

Meeting prior to the ALVMA’s 2016 annual conference.  
Dr. Branch presented Dean Perry with a well-deserved 
Certificate of Appreciation.  Dr. Branch served as the 
2015-16 ALVMA President and is now a member of the 
executive committee as the immediate past president.

Dr. Kemba S. Clapp (2007) 
was selected by the Virginia-
Maryland Regional College of 
Veterinary Medicine Class of 2018 
as the Outstanding Instructor Award 
recipient.  Dr. Clapp was recognized 
during the spring awards luncheon 
as was also asked to distribute 
the scholarship certificates to 
the students in the class of 2018.  

Clapp is clinical assistant professor of radiology in the 
Department of Small Animal Clinical Sciences.

Dr. William T. Watson (’65) 
was elected to the office of Director, 
Northeast Region, Tuskegee National 
Alumni Association, Inc., last year for a 
two-year term.  The Northeast Region 
extends from Maine to Virginia, to include 
West Virginia.  He is embracing the 4Rs: 
Revitalization, Reclamation, Recruitment, 

and Rededication! Dr. Watson encourages TVMAA 
members to get involved in local TNAA club activities.

Stacey Matthews Branch, (’90) recently 
published an article she wrote as a collaborative effort 
with a scientist in Israel to investigate the potential 
risk and proposed mechanisms of gadolinium-based 
contrast agents used in MRI. The article has been well 
recognized in several science news media links such as:  
http://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2016-04/mri-
srq040616.php 
http://www.upi.com/Health_News/2016/04/06/Study-
questions-safety-of-MRI-contrast-agent-used-for-
scans/9751459966561/ 
https://www.dotmed.com/news/story/30179 

Drs Ruby Perry (left) and T.C. Branch 
(right), *Photo Courtesy of the ALVMA.
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did vaccination clinics with different organizations, and 
continued to work with my father at Angeles Vista Pet 
Medical Center in Los Angeles, California. There was a 
great benefit for me to work with my father. I was able 
to absorb all of the knowledge possible from a sea-
soned professional, in able to supplement and enhance 
my practicing knowledge. This is a true family business.”

Angeles Vista Pet Medical is a well-established, full-ser-
vice, small animal veterinary hospital providing compre-
hensive medical, surgical and dental care with a broad 
spectrum of diagnostic procedures through in-house 
testing and the use of external laboratories.
 
Angeles Vista Pet Medical offers the following services: 
Diagnostic and therapeutic services, surgical, anesthe-
sia, internal medicine consults, radiology, electrocardi-
ography, dentistry, laboratory, permanent identification 
through microchip implantation and a complete phar-
macy. 

Dr. Jerome Williams 

Dr. Kemba S. Clapp

Dr. William Watson

Alumni in Focus with Dr. John M. Hardy continued...
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http://www.healthimaging.com/topics/technology-
management/patient-safety/research-review-what-we-know-
so-far-about-gadolinium-contrast-toxicity
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10534-016-9931-7

Dr. Robert Davis (’89) was selected 
as the President and CEO of the Dubuque 
County Historical Society and the National 
Mississippi River Museum and Aquarium. He 
began his new post on June 6.  Dr. Davis has 
demonstrated strong leadership performance 
with a variety of zoological organizations, 
including leadership roles with both the 

Association of Zoos and Aquariums and the American Alliance 
of Museums. Davis served the last 10 years as the President 
and CEO of the Zoological Society of Milwaukee. He has also 
served as vice president of education at Chicago’s Lincoln Park 
Zoo, and director of education and external affairs at Zoo 
Atlanta.

Dr. Stephanie Miles-Richardson (’92) 
was recently selected to receive an honorary 
diploma from the American Veterinary 
Epidemiology Society (AVES) for outstanding 
contributions to animal health, public health, 
and One Health. Dr. Miles-Richardson joins 
over 250 distinguished scientists in veterinary 
public health, human health and now One 

World, One Health, since Dr. James H. Steele founded the AVES 
in 1964. This recognition provides career-long membership 
and professional activities with One Health professionals 
worldwide.  She currently serves as president of the Tuskegee 
Veterinary Medical Alumni Association. Miles-Richardson is the 
assistant dean for Graduate Education in Public Health and 
director for the Master of Public Health at the Morehouse 
School of Medicine in Atlanta.

Dr. Evan Morse (’68) was featured in 
the Insight Into Diversity Medical, Dental, and 
Veterinary Special Report issue (pgs. 46-47) 
for his commitment to service in running 
the Free Animal Clinic Team (called FACT) 
in Cleveland, Ohio, for the past 40 years.  He 
has overseen FACT on the street corners, 
in community centers and at churches on 
a monthly basis for four decades. Morse is 

the owner of Warrensville Animal Center also in Cleveland.  
More can be read about Dr. Morse’s commitment to service 
at: http://www.insightintodiversity.com/wp-content/media/
digitalissues/may2016/index.html 

Dr. Lauren Rowe (2011) was interviewed by WSFA 
Channel 12 (NBC affiliate), during June for a segment entitled, 
“Experts advise against pit bull discrimination.” Dr. Rowe is a 
veterinarian at Carriage Hills Animal Hospital in Montgomery, 
Ala. 

Dr. Saralyn Smith-Carr (’78) was featured in an article 
entitled, “What You Need to Know About Urinary Incontinence 
in Dogs,” for Veterinary Practice News in June. Dr. Smith-Carr is 
an associate professor in the Department of Clinical Sciences 
at Auburn University College of Veterinary Medicine.

Dr. Stephanie Davis (’96) 
received the 2016 Julian E. Ward 
Memorial Award which was 
presented during Aerospace 
Medical Association’s Honors Night 
Ceremonies.  She is a lieutenant 
colonel in the United States Air 

Force (USAF). Lt. Col. Davis was honored for her commitment 
to excellence and leadership while a resident at the USAF 
School of Aerospace Medicine.  Lt. Col. Davis also received her 
M..D in 2006 and her MPH in 2012.

Dr. Matthew Jenkins (’57) and his 
wife, Roberta, were honored for their 30 
Years of Philanthropy.  Their success was 
published in an article in the Claremont 
Graduate University's Magazine, The Flame.  
http://flame.cgu.edu/news/matthew-and-
roberta-jenkins/

Dr. Matthew and Mrs. Jenkins have been 
very supportive of Tuskegee University to include coming 
back to serve as Interim President and First Lady when the 
University required a leader. He has served as a member 
on the Tuskegee University Board of Trustees and the 
Tuskegee University Foundation Board.  He has mentored 
many veterinarians in California to become successful and 
he continues to mentor Tuskegee veterinarians in the area of 
business. 

Dr. Robert Davis

Dr. Evan Morse with 
animals

Dr. Matthew Jenkins 
and Roberta Jenkins

Dr. Stephanie Davis - center

Dr. Stephanie Miles-
Richardson

Attention alumni... 
Received an award? Have a new 
position/title? Elected to a new of-
fice? Have a new mailing address? 
Became a mom or dad? Newly 
married? Etc... Please send us your 
news... photo, too, if you have one 
available. 

Send your news to:
ATTN:  Anissa L. Riley
Veterinary Medical Perspective
Tuskegee University 
College of Veterinary Medicine
Patterson Hall
Tuskegee,  AL 36088
334-724-4509 / 727-8177 (FAX)
E-mail address: 
riley@mytu.tuskegee.edu

Alumni News:  Dr. Stacey Matthews Branch continued...
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The proj-
ect that 
led to the 
produc-

tion of this article 
was coordinated 
by Dr. Deidre 
Quinn-Gorham, 
TUCVM alum 
(’95) and faculty 
member in the 
Tuskegee Univer-
sity College of Vet-
erinary Medicine 
(TUCVM). After 
reading and view-
ing several articles, 

news releases, and videos, Dr. Quinn-Gorham, who is also 
the coordinator of educational programs and instructional 
technology in the college, made it her primary goal to get 
a first-hand look at 3D Printing technology and then strat-
egize ways that this technology can be used in the veterinary 
medical program here at Tuskegee.

This 3D Printing Project consisted of two phases and in-
volved the reproduction of a metal orthopedic plate and a 
humerus (forearm) bone from a dog. The humerus, which 
showed pathological changes, and the metal plate were ac-
quired from fellow TUCVM colleague, Dr. Howard King, who 
had expressed an interest in using 3D printing as a way to 
reproduce and pre-operatively evaluate abnormal structures 
on surgical patients. Dr. King is a small animal surgeon.

Phase I involved printing a 3D model from a Computer-
Generated CAD Model. Once the bone and metal plate 
were acquired, arrangements were made through Dr. M. 
Javed Khan, head of the Tuskegee University Department 
of Aerospace Science Engineering, to see a demonstration 
of a 3D printer in action. At the time, this technology was 
demonstrated using a printer that was part of an in-house 
3D printer construction project. Measurements were made 
of the original metal plate and, using a rectangular shape in 
the CAD modeling program, the measurements were ap-
plied to the rectangle and used to model and create a similar, 
smaller scale CAD model of the original metal plate. The 
model was then saved in a file format, compatible with the 
3D printer that was built in-house, and printed. The mate-
rial that the printer used was a pink-colored Polylactic Acid 
(PLA) filament, which is a plastic-type of material that usually 
comes on a spool. As it passes through the printer, the PLA 
filament is heated into a liquid form to facilitate its dispensa-

tion through and from the printer and onto the printing sur-
face. Using the CAD model as a template, the printer traced 
out the design in layers until the sample plate was produced.

Phase II involved printing a 3D model from a laser-scanned 
object.  3D laser scanning involves the use of a laser beam 
to capture all sides, angles, and physical features of an object. 

For this phase of the project, it was necessary to ship the bone 
and metal plate specimen off-campus to Direct Dimensions 
a company that sells and provides 3D laser scanning prod-
ucts and services located in Owings Mills, Md. The samples 
were scanned, and 3D CAD models were produced. After 
scanning, the images were saved in a 3D printer-compatible 
format and then e-mailed for printing to Xometry Industrial 
3D Printing and CNC Machining Services, which is located 
in Gaithersburg, Md.  

The bone 
model was 
printed using 
a plastic nylon 
material, and 
the metal plate 
was printed us-
ing aluminum 
material. After 
this phase of 
the project was 
c o m p l e t e d , 
s ide-by-s ide 

comparisons of the original objects and the 3D printed ob-
jects were made, and the 3D printed models were very ac-
curate in detail.  

Currently, there are some private practices and at least eight 
veterinary medical colleges that are incorporating this tech-
nology into their programs. 

Tuskegee University’s College of Veterinary Medicine will 
soon be among the list of those veterinary programs that 
are incorporating and using 3D printing. Since the comple-
tion of the initial project, the Department of Aerospace Sci-
ence Engineering has acquired a state-of-the-art 3D Printer 
and access to a high-tech 3D laser scanner, which is a part 
of a new Additive Manufacturing Lab within the College of 
Engineering.

Currently, Dr. Quinn-Gorham and Dr. Khan are working to-
gether to help form a partnership between university’s De-
partment of Aerospace Science Engineering and the College 
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Exploring the Possibilities of 
3D Printing in Veterinary Medicine

Dr. Javed Khan (right), department head for 
Aerospace Science Engineering, and Dr. Deidre 
Quinn-Gorham (left), coordinator of educational 
programs and instructional technology, pose with 
one of the test specimen (canine scapula) and the 
3D printer set-up. 

Dr. Firas Akasheh, assistant professor in the Depart-
ment of Mechanical Engineering, positions and pre-
pares a canine skull specimen for laser scanning. The 
laser scanner is part of the new Additive Manufactur-
ing Lab in the College of Engineering.

Tuskegee Veterinary Medical Perspective 9



Tuskegee University 51st Annual Veterinary Medical Symposium Highlights …

Alum Dr Diarra Blue - The Vet Life TV co star

Dr. E. Braye's last Symposium

Deans Advisory Council

 Veterinary Students with Dean Perry

T. S.Williams Lecturer Dr. David Brooks

Alumni/Students Basketball Game

Dr. Temeri Wilder-Kofie as session presenter

Distinguished Alumnus Award
Dr Robert Davis

Spouses Brunch

TVMAA Golf Tournament

Alumni/Students Basketball Game

Dean Perry with international visitors from Egypt

Distinguished Service Award
Dr Allen Cannedy

State of the School Lunch

Wet Lab

of Veterinary Medicine. The partnership is currently in the pilot phase 
in which sample specimens are being scanned, printed, and assessed. 
This partnership is pivotal in providing a means for the veterinary 
college to further explore and develop uses for this technology in its 
curriculum. This will also provide opportunities for more interdisci-
plinary collaborations, particularly towards funded projects.  

Benefits of 3D Printing - There are many benefits of 3D printing and 
having access to this technology for engineering and veterinary medical stu-
dents. According to Dr. Khan, from an engineering perspective, students are able 
to design and manufacture the prototype, a process which provides them expe-
rience with concepts such as tolerancing, from, fit and function. It’s also a great 
tool to understand the concepts of usability or human-product interaction. Veteri-
nary medical students can be provided 3D printed replicas of bones specimens 
thereby preserving original samples. Such multi-disciplinary collaboration also 
has potential for bio-medical engineering research and development activities.

3D Printing continued...
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M
arch 30-April 2 united some and reunited oth-
ers as veterinary professionals, scientists, stu-
dents and other health-related professionals 
gathered at Tuskegee University for the 51st 

Annual Veterinary Medical Symposium held at the Kellogg 
Hotel and Conference Center and the Veterinary Medicine 
Complex. The symposium kicked off its scientific ses-
sions with a variety of topics focused 
on the theme of “Innovative Initiatives 
in Redefining and Expanding Veteri-
nary Healthcare Delivery.” 

“This year’s theme was very impor-
tant and appropriate considering the 
rapid advances in healthcare tech-
nology, and the economic impact 
on delivery of quality healthcare. 
With the improvements in the 
quality of life of the population, 
people are living longer, and their 
pets are also following the same 
trend,” said Dr. Ruby Perry, dean.

“Therefore, unprecedented op-
portunities must be identified 
to expand the delivery of vet-
erinary healthcare to not only 
our clients with pets who are 
also part of the family in their homes but to the entire 
community of people with pets. Our symposium explored 
these emerging and innovative ways.”

On March 30, an alumni/student reception that was spon-
sored by The Tuskegee Veterinary Medical Alumni Associa-
tion provided a platform for students to network and iden-
tify mentors with alumni and speakers in various disciplines.

A combination of a professional conference and alumni 
reunion, the symposium featured a number of large and 
small animal research presentations; uniform services, pub-
lic health, lab animal medicine and pathology topics as well 
as presentations from the perspectives of interns and resi-

dents. Participants also attended the legal/law and phar-
macology review that met various state board continuing 
education requirements for licensing as well as the many 
other various fellowship and networking sessions and ac-
tivities that were planned for all including pre-veterinary 
students.

The keynote speaker for the opening T. S. Williams Lec-
ture was alumnus Dr. David 

Brooks, a 1978 graduate, who 
has demonstrated over and 
over again his deep passion, 
great heart of pride and unwav-
ering thankfulness for his alma 
mater.  Dr. Brooks was the first 
minority to serve on the North 
Carolina Veterinary Medical Board 
(NCVMB) and has been a forerun-
ner by serving as the first Lumbee 
Indian veterinarian and for over ten 
years serving as the first and only 
Lumbee Indian to own and operate 
a clinical veterinary practice. 

The Alumni Banquet, which is one of 
the most highly anticipated features 
of the Symposium, was held on Fri-
day night, April 1 honoring the alumni 
reunion classes of 1951, 1956, 1961, 

1966 (Golden Class), 1971, 1976, 1981,1986, 1991 (Silver 
Class), 1996, 2001, 2006, and 2011. The Symposium con-
tinued on Saturday at the Veterinary Complex and was 
brought to a successful conclusion on Saturday afternoon 
with the alumni barbeque and annual basketball game fea-
turing the alumni vs. the veterinary students. 

Veterinary Medical Symposium Addresses Innovative 
Initiatives in Veterinary Healthcare Delivery

Mark Your Calendar for the 
52nd Annual Veterinary Symposium

Coming March 22 – 25, 2017
Honoring Reunion Classes:  1952, 1957, 1962, 1967 

(Golden Class-50 years), 1972, 1977, 1982, 1987, 1992 
(Silver Class-25 years), 1997, 2002, 2007, and 2012

2016VETERINARYSYMPOSIUMInnovative Initiatives in Redefining and 
Expanding Veterinary Healthcare Delivery51st Annual Veterinary Medical SymposiumMARCH 30-APRIL 2, 2016

Honoring The Reunion Classes: 1951, 1956, 1961, 1966 (50th year - golden class), 

1971, 1976, 1981, 1986, 1991 (25th year - silver class), 1996, 2001, 2006, and 2011 

Kellogg Hotel and Conference Center at Tuskegee University
School of Veterinary Medicine | Tuskegee, AL
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Tuskegee University College of Veterinary Medicine Graduates May 7, 2016

MAY 7, 2016 | TUSKEGEE UNIVERSITY CHAPEL 

SCHOOL OF VETERINARY MEDICINE 

 

 
Abram, Jordan L. 
Acevedo, Betzaida  
Adams, Jessica L. 
Anderson, Andrew R. 
Ball, Brittany M. 
Barrick, Miranda  
Betancourt, Ismael J. 
Brent, Julie  
Brown, Janay K. 
Bryant, Catherine B. 
Chandler, Yolanda J. 
Chapman, Michelle N. 
Clay, Adria  
Clinkscales, Rufus C. 
Edwards, Amanda N. 
Ephraim, Yanira  
Gilbert, Ni’keeta 
Glencamp, Autumn J. 
Gowins, Jessica V. 

     Graves, Casey A. 
Holloway, Alexandria N. 
Iverson, Dexter A. 
Joglar-Medina, William S. 
Johnson, Ruth E. 
Johnson, Shayla A. 
Jones, Jasmine M. 
Jones, Kathryn A. 
Jones, Veronica L. 
Kerr, Hillary N. 
King, Alexis F. 
Kochenburger, Jaya R. 
Lemon, Monique R. 
Lenz, Brittni S. 
LeRoy, Christopher  
Madden, Autumn 

 
 

 
    

       Manderson, Brooke L. 
 Marple, Kaitlin R. 
 Martinez, M. Isaac 
 Massey, Ashley N. 
 Matthias, Melisa J.          

 McCracken, LaTasha C. 
 McKnight, Lisa C. 

 McNabb, Latoya S. 
 Medoro, Danielle M. 

 Morrow, Morganne S. 
 Myers, Yejide D. 

 Nguyen, My Thuy T. 
 Oates, Denesha J. 

 Paschal, Lynsey T. 
 Patterson, Zayauna D. 

 Pfalzer, Allison J. 
 Reed, Christopher S. 

 Revis, Prikenya S. 
 Robinson, Tia P. 

 Rodriguez, Julia I. 
 Silver, Tifanie K. 

 Silvers, Jennifer K. 
 Smith, LaShundra  

 Thompson, Jonica R. 
 Thornton, Robyn A. 

 Turbeville, Audrey L. 
 Vega-Pérez, Pamela S. 

 Walton, Arielle V. 
 Watson, Courtleigh R. 

 Weatherspoon, Sharon M. 
 Wilborn, Jasmine L. 

 Williamson, Ashley M. 
 Wilson, Erma  

 Wright, Nadine  
!

2016	
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Tuskegee University 131st Annual Spring Commencement Exercises 
Filmmaker and Philanthropist Tyler Perry Serves as 

Commencement Speaker and Bids Farewell to the Class of 2016

T
he Spring Commencement Graduation was 
held on May 7 at the University’s General Dan-
iel “Chappie” James Center for Aerospace Science 
and Health Education. This was a day full of excite-

ment as entertainment mogul Tyler Perry gave an inspiring 
commencement address and saluted as well as challenged 
the Tuskegee University Class of 2016.  This special day also 
kicked off the beginning of professional careers in veterinary 
medicine for 69 new graduates of TUCVM. Twenty-nine of 
the 69 students graduated with honors. They included: Eight 
“Summa Cum Laude” – Miranda Barrick, Amanda 
Edwards, Veronica Jones, Jaya R. Kochenburg-
er, Brittni S. Lenz, Brooke L. Manderson, My 
T. Nguyen, and Christopher Reed; nine “Magna 
Cum Laude” –  Betzaida Acevedo, Ismael Betan-
court, Julie M. Brent, Kathryn A. Jones, Hill-
ary N. Kerr, Monique Lemon, Kaitlin Marple, 
Ashley N. Massey, and Morganne Morrow; and 
twelve “Cum Laude” – Jessica Adams, Andrew An-
derson, Alexandria Holloway, William Jogu-
lar-Medina, Jasmine Jones, Lisa C. McKnight, 
Danielle Medoro, Yejide Myers, Allison Pfalz-
er, Julia Rodriguez, Tifanie Silver, and Courtle-
igh Watson. 

The College of Veterinary Medicine (CVM) also had five 

graduates to receive the Master of Public Health and one 
graduate to receive the Master of Science in Veterinary Sci-
ence.  The CVM also sharing with the College of Agriculture, 
Environment and Nutrition Sciences and the College of Arts 
and Sciences, had one to receive the Ph.D. in Integrative Bio-
sciences (IBS). 

The Veterinary Medical Oath Ceremony immediately fol-
lowed the Commencement Exercises in the Tuskegee Uni-
versity Chapel with alum Dr. Roslyn Casimir-Whittington 
(Class of 2002) presiding. Dr. Casimir-Whittington is the in-
terim associate dean for Academic and Student Affairs.  Dr. 
Brian L. Johnson, 7th President of Tuskegee University, along 
with Dean Ruby Perry, gave the opening greetings to the 
Class of 2016. The “Veterinary Challenge” was given by Dr. 
Solomon Odemuyiwa, microbiologist and clinical patholo-
gist section chief.  The “Class Acceptance of Challenge” was 
given by Dr. Audrey Turbeville (TUCVM Class of 2016 Presi-
dent). “The Alumni Induction” was given by alum Dr. Stepha-
nie Miles-Richardson (Class of 1992 and President, Tuskegee 
Veterinary Medical Alumni Association).  The ceremony 
ended with the administering of the “Veterinary Oath” and 
the awarding of diplomas to the new graduates by Dean 
Perry and alum Dr. David McKenzie, department head for 
Clinical Sciences (Class of 1990). 

Tuskegee Veterinary Medical Perspective 13
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Small Animal Health Fair 2016 Highlights …

Horse Health Fair 2016 Highlights …
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TUCVM Held FREE Small Animal Health Fair and FREE
 Horse Health Fair for the Community

Ke e p i n g 
healthy bod-
ies is not just 
for humans. 

Just like humans need 
annual physicals to 
keep abreast of their 
health standings, so 
does the family’s pet 
like cats and dogs and 
large animals such as 
horses. The Tuskegee 
University College of 
Veterinary Medicine 
(TUCVM) Large and 
Small Animal clinicians 
wanted the public to 

remember that 
prevention is so 
much more cost 
effective than treat-
ment, which can be 
very expensive for 
pet owners. They 
also shared with 
the community that 
horses need preven-
tive care to keep them 
healthy, especially dur-

ing the spring and summer months because the hot, humid 
months can lead to some serious problems for horses. 

TUCVM reached out to help the local and adjacent communi-
ties to get their pets healthy and help prevent horse-related 
springtime illnesses by hosting the Annual Small Animal Health 
Fair on April 9 from 8 a.m. to noon at the Small Animal Hospi-
tal and the Annual Horse Health Fair on April 16 from 8 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. at the Large Animal Hospital.  Both events were free 
and open to the public and no appointments were necessary.

“Our goal through hosting the annual health fair is to help the 
local and adjacent communities have healthy pets. Many pet 
owners don’t realize that many of the intestinal parasites are 
especially serious because they are contagious, not only from 
pet-to-pet, but from pet-to-people,” said Dr. Pamela Guy, small 
animal clinician and health fair coordinator.  The horse health 
fair coordinator was Dr. Jeannine Bellamy, large animal clinician 

and veterinary teaching hospital director. 

At the small animal health fair, all pets received free physical 
examinations, heartworm tests, fecal examinations for intesti-
nal parasites, and nutrition and obedience consultations.  For 
a modest fee, pet owners were also able to receive other 
deemed necessary services like vaccinations for rabies and 
other serious but preventable diseases, if desired. 

At the horse health fair, the following free services were of-
fered to all horse owners:  physical examinations, fecal parasite 
examinations, and nutrition counseling.  For a minimal fee, cli-
ents were also able to receive other services for their hors-
es to include deworming treatment, Coggins test for Equine 
Infectious Anemia (EIA), and preventative vaccines like Influ-
enza, Rabies, Eastern and Western Encephalomyelitis, Tetanus, 
Rhinopneumonitis, and West Nile.  A farrier was also on site.  
Both health fairs were promoted to the surrounding counties 
in Alabama and Georgia and there was strong participation 
from both states.

TV PROMOTIONS  
To promote the annual events, Dr. Pamela Guy assisted is get-
ting students involved to be guests on the television stations 
(WSFA and WAKA) located in Montgomery, Ala. The following 
were guests: 

TUCVM Health Fair TV 
promotion on Today in Ala-
bama at WSFA (NBC af-
filiate station) on April 5th 
were Andrew Anderson 
(Class of 2016 veterinary 
student to promote the 

Small Animal Health Fair) and Dr. Andrea Gentry, large animal 
Intern, to promote the Horse Health Fair.  

 
TUCVM Health Fair TV 
promotion on Alabama 
News Network Noon Show 
at WAKA (CBS affiliate 
station) on April 6th were 
Elizabeth Forster (Class of 
2019 veterinary student) 

to promote the Horse Health Fair and Caroline Howell (Class 
of 2017 veterinary student) to promote the Small Animal 
Health Fair. 

TUSKEGEE UNIVERSITY  
SCHOOL OF VETERINARY MEDICINE 

ANNUAL HORSE HEALTH FAIR 
APRIL 16, 2016 

8:00 am-4:00 pm 

 
 SERVICES PROVIDED FOR FREE 

 
PHYSICAL EXAMINATIONS, FECAL EXAMINATIONS, NUTRITION 

COUNSELING 
 

SERVICES PROVIDED FOR A FEE 
 

VACCINATIONS, DEWORMING, COGGINS TEST 
FARRIER WILL BE ON SITE 

 
EWT/WNV   $ 8.00                             FOR INFORMATION CALL: 
RHINO/INFLUENZA  $ 8.00                             (334) 727-8436/ (334) 421-0467 
RABIES   $ 10.00 
COGGINS TEST  $ 25.00 
DEWORMING  $ 5.00  
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complishing the department mission and goals. Dr. Wirtu is also an associate 
professor.

Samina Akhter - confirmed as System Analyst/Webmaster for the College

The continuation of refining the organization structure of the College is 
constantly evolving based on the directives from the Council on Education.  
Akhter has been charged with additional responsibilities with the College via 
the Office of External Affairs. She will maintain her current position as System 
Analyst/Webmaster for the College. A summary of her responsibilities include 
maintaining and updating the College website, working with BIMS as adminis-
trator to enhance the educational platform provided through Mediasite Video 
Platform and working with other outreach technology-focused educational 
programs .

In August, Dean Ruby Perry announced the following new appointments and 
re-assignments to the CVM Leadership Team:

Dr. Andrew Lovelady, Associate Professor in the Department of Clinical 
Sciences and board-certified Theriogenologist, has accepted the position of 
Director of Clinical Programs.  

In this role, Dr. Lovelady is responsible for the guidance and leadership of all 
clinical programs that involve students including clinical rotations and precep-
torships. 

Varonika Hardman who is currently the Assistant Director for Student 
Success has accepted the additional responsibility of coordinating the Office 
of Student Affairs.  

She reports to Dr. Roslyn Casimir, Interim Associate Dean for Student Affairs.

Both JaNeen Roberts, 
Donor Relations Manager 
(Office of External Affairs) 
and Catina Woods, 
Executive Assistant to the 
Dean, were elected to serve 
on the 2016-2017 Tuskegee 
University Staff Senate.  
Elections were held in April. 
Woods and Roberts are two 
of the nine members of the 
new staff senate.

Tammie B. Hughley, Manager/Coordinator (Office of Research and 
Advanced Studies), has written two digital children books on Amazon.com 
and her daughter, Miracle, helped illustrate one of the stories.  Book 1:  Is that 
a Squirrel in the House? Book 2:  Henrietta and Cinderella.

Susie Tatum-Smith, Office Manager/Administrative Assistant 
(Pathobiology), has written a book (Kindle Edition) entitled, Dealing with the 
‘Rain’. The book is available on Amazon.com.

Dr. Caroline Schaffer, Assistant Professor/Director 
of the Center for Human-Animal Interdependent 
Relationships, was featured in the May 2016 AARP 
Bulletin for giving expert advice as a veterinarian. The 
AARP Bulletin reaches more than 23.5 million house-
holds each month.
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Dr. Dominque Carter, TUCVM Diagnostic 
Imaging/Radiology Intern (Class of 2014 alum), 
was selected as one of 10 participants in the 
Georgia Veterinary Medical Association (GVMA) 
Veterinarians' Day on February 3, 2016 at the 
Georgia State Capitol as a member of the GVMA’s 
Power of Ten Leadership Academy initiative. The 

members of the GVMA were invited by the State of Georgia to sit in on a 
senate meeting and contribute.

Varonika Hardman joined the CVM in June as the 
new Assistant Director of Student Success. The Assistant 
Director for Student Success is a leader and integral 
part of the Office of Student and Academic Affairs, 
Recruitment and Retention. Hardman is responsible for 
the development and implementation of programs that 
enhance student academic success and a holistic ap-
proach to the well-being of the student.  

Dr. Tomeshia Hubbard joined the Department of 
Clinical Sciences in April.  Dr. Hubbard is specialty trained 
in veterinary dermatology and is also a TUCVM alum, 
Class of 2002.   She has previously served as an adjunct 
clinical dermatology professor at TUCVM lecturing to 
third and fourth year veterinary students.   Since 2009, 
Dr. Hubbard served as the owner of Alabama Veterinary 
Allergy and Dermatology Service in Birmingham and 
Hunstville, Ala.

Crystal James joined the CVM as an assistant profes-
sor in Public Health, effective July 1. As a faculty member 
in the Public Health Graduate Program, her responsi-
bilities include teaching, conducting research, and being 
involved in community engagement through a multidisci-
plinary environment.  James is an accomplished attorney, 
educator, leader, and motivator.

Dr. Andrew Lovelady, Associate Professor in the 
Department of Clinical Sciences (large animal section), 
was interviewed on April 13  as a guest on the radio/
podcast show, "The Land Show,"  to talk about the own-
ership of horses and cattle from a veterinarian's per-
spective. This radio/podcast show is broadcasted across 
the state and available world-wide via the internet 
(http://www.thelandshow.com/). The show is broadcast 
on Saturday mornings from 9-10 a.m.

Gabriel B. Mpilla, joined the TUCVM in April as an 
Anatomy Laboratory Coordinator for the Department 
of Biomedical Sciences. Gabriel Mpilla was born in 
Cameroon and moved to the U.S. in 2010. He attended 
Delaware State University and obtained a degree in biol-
ogy (Cell, Molecular and Biotechnology). Mpilla worked 
at the NIH and Harvard University on tumor and plant 
related research.

New TUCVM Appointments 

In June, Dean Ruby Perry announced the following new administrative ap-
pointments for several faculty and staff that accepted the charge as leaders 
to assist with moving the College to a “knowledge-based, data informed and 
outcomes-oriented target environment.” They are:

Dr. Gemechu Wirtu - appointed as Interim Department Head, Biomedical 
Sciences

Dr. Ayman Sayegh previously served in the dual roles of Department Head 
of Biomedical Sciences and Associate Dean for Research and Advanced 
Studies. In light of the high demand that the two positions carry, the role of 
Department Head, Biomedical Sciences was shifted to Dr. Wirtu.  Wirtu's role 
as Department Head of Biomedical Sciences include overall visioning and ad-
vancement of the department focusing on the tripartite mission of the College 
and University; provide visionary leadership; build and foster teamwork in ac-

Varonika Hardman

Dr. Tomeshia Hubbard

Crystal James

Dr. Caroline Schaffer

JaNeen Roberts Catina Woods

Dr. Andrew Lovelady

Gabriel B. Mpilla

2016 Tuskegee University CVM Faculty/Staff Performance 
Awards Recognized April 22, 2016 during the 65th Annual 

Recognition Exercises  at the University Chapel

Teaching:  Dr. Ebony Gilbreath (Pathobiology)
Research: Dr. Gemechu Wirtu (Biomedical Sciences)

Twenty–Five Year Service Award:  Dr. Jeannine Bellamy, 
Tamara C. Cottrell, and Dr. P. Gopal Reddy

Retirement Award:  Dr. James Webster (deceased), 
Dr. Saul Wilson, Dr. George Reese, Marjorie Motley, and Shelia D. Coffey
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Academic Achievement Awards
Brooke L. Manderson

Veronica L. Jones
My Thuy T. Nguyen
Christopher Reed 

Jaya R. Kochenburger
Betzaida Acevedo

American Academy of Veterinary 
Dermatology (AAVD)

Allison Pfalzer

The Dr. Leonard and Mrs. Harriet Billups 
Endowment Fund Award

Christopher LeRoy

Christian Veterinary Leadership Award 
Ashley Williamson

American College of Veterinary 
Internal Medicine (ACVIM) 

Certificate for Large Animal Medicine
Julia I. Rodriguez

Barney Rubble Tuttle LA Nursing Care 
Award

Morganne Morrow

Elanco Excellence in LA Surgery Award
Casey Graves

Large Animal Faculty Student Award 
Miranda Barrick

AAHA Award of Proficiency in Primary Care
Michelle Chapman

American College of Veterinary 
Internal Medicine (ACVIM)

Certificate for Small Animal Medicine
Veronica Jones

Amanda Edwards

Bob Rosenthall Senior Student Award for 
Proficiency in Clinical Oncology award

Monique Lemon

American Association of Feline Practitioners
Lisa McKnight

The Bayer Animal Health 
Communication Award
Sharon Weatherspoon

Country Side Animal Hospital Award for 
Excellence in Large Animal Parasitology

Dexter Iverson

Dr. Harold Threadgill, II  Award for 
Excellence in Veterinary Clinical Parasitology

Julie Brent
Ismael Betancourt

Elanco Academic Excellence in 
Parasitology Award 

Ni’keeta Gilbert

Elanco Excellence in SA Surgery Award
Betzaida Acevedo

American College of Veterinary 
Ophthalmologists Student Achievement 

Award 
Pamela S. Vega Perez 

Barney Rubble Tuttle SA Nursing Care 
Award

Miranda Barrick

Tadros Christian Veterinary Leadership 
Award

Melisa Matthias
Robyn Thornton

Dr. Terrance Ferguson Award for 
Excellence in Small Animal Parasitology

Denesha Oates

Dr. John Mayfield Award for 
Excellence in Large Animal Parasitology

Christopher Reed

O. P. Verma Endocrinology Award
Amanda Edwards

DIVA Award
Donor: Dr. Mimi Johnson

Lisa McKnight

Veterinary Spouses’ Legacy Scholarship
Andrew Anderson

Student Outreach and Service Award
Yolanda Chandler

Jordan Abram

Excellence in Pathology
Lynsey Paschal

Dr. C. T. Raby Award for 
Excellence in Clinical Parasitology

Andrew Anderson

Dr. Prentiss Madden Award for Excellence in 
Small Animal Diagnostic Parasitology

Alexandria Holloway
Arielle Walton
Yejide Myers

Zayauna Patterson

I. H. Siddique Foundation Award
Kaitlin Marple

Sword of the Spirit Ministries Students 
Awards

Ruth Johnson

Nestle-Purina Award for Excellence in 
Veterinary Diagnostic Parasitology

Yolanda Chandler
Isaac Martinez

American College of Veterinary Radiology 
(ACVR) Student Award

Jaya Kochenburger

Student Leadership Awards 
(SCAVMA & Class Presidents)

Shayla A. Johnson
(Past SCAVMA President)

Class Presidents
Isaac Martinez-1st year
Veronica Jones-2nd yr

Audrey L. Turbeville-Current President

Dr. Demetrice I. Lyles Award for 
Excellence in Small Animal Parasitology

Morganne Morrow

Zoetis Award for Veterinary 
Research Excellence Faculty Award

Dr. Toufic Nashar
(Department of Pathobiology)

Zoetis Distinguished Veterinary 
Teacher Award (Faculty Award)

Dr. Sammy L. Gorham
(Department of Pathobiology)

National Phi Zeta Award Faculty Award
Dr. Deidre Quinn-Gorham

(Department of Pathobiology)

IDEXX Sponsors Lunch and Learn for Students
IDEXX sponsored a Lunch and Learn for TUCVM students on May 11. Dr. Tangela 
M. Williams-Hill (Class of 2000 alum) was the presenter and is the Northeast/
Philadelphia Professional Services Veterinarian for IDEXX Laboratories. Other 
TUCVM representatives included: Shune Kimura (Student Liaison), Dan DeWitt 
(local IDEXX rep), and Dr. Athema Etzioni (TUCVM Faculty Liaison). As the 
Northeast/Philadelphia Professional Services Veterinarian, her responsibilities 
include serving the Philadelphia/Eastern PA/New Jersey/NYC/CT/RI regions.. 
 
As a follow up, IDEXX sponsored a wet lab on May 14 from 2 to 5 p.m.

TUCVM Shows Support for 
Biomedical Research Awareness Day

The Biomedical Research Awareness Day event on April 19 at TUCVM was 
a huge success. The Student Chapter of the Association of Laboratory Animal 
Practitioners (ASLAP) had TUCVM alum Dr. Will Taylor (Class of 2004) as their 
guest speaker in support of Biomedical Research Awareness Day. ASLAP’s 
advisor is Dr. Kunwar Srivastava and the event was open to all veterinary 
students.

Dr. Taylor is a clinical resident for Laboratory Animal Medicine at the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). He spoke on the accomplishments 
of and need for laboratory animal research sharing some important animals 
in research myths versus facts. TUCVM was one of the 20 Veterinary Schools 
that reached out and showed support for first official celebration of the first 
Biomedical Research Awareness Day (BRAD) across America.

Tuskegee Veterinary Students 
Get Involved in the Legislation process

Two veterinary students represented TUCVM at the Legislative Fly-In sponsored 
by SAVMA and the AVMA Governmental Relations Division. Tuskegee SCAVMA 
was able to provide for these students to travel to Washington, D.C. to meet 
with fellow veterinary students and veterinarians in this two-day workshop. 
The Legislative Fly-In introduced our students to the legislative process and 
even allowed them to participate in lobbying Congress on the “Veterinary 
Medicine Loan Repayment Program (VMLRP) Enhancement Act” (S. 440) and 
the reauthorization of the “Higher Education Act”.

Aaron Judson (Class of 2019) is featured in the June 15th issue of the Journal of 
the American Veterinary Medical Association (JAVMA) for joining in on the talk 
about legislation related to education debt during the AVMA Legislative Fly-in.

TUCVM’s Student Group Brothers Inspiring
Excellence (BIE) Gives Back to the Community

Ten members in the TUCVM Class of 2018 established a group called Brothers 
Inspiring Excellence (BIE) with the mission to connect with minority youth 
from underrepresented cultures, backgrounds, and socio-economic status so 
to inspire them to strive for excellence through individualized mentorship.  
Derrick Jones, Jr., Clinton Williams, Demetrius Washington, Shaffa Mendscole, 
Alex Edwards, Travis Miller, Alan “Troy” Mulder, Andres White, Antonio Jackson, 
and Brandon Denver are the founding members of BIE. These young men 
surpassed insurmountable circumstances to achieve their goals.  Dean Perry 
is fully behind them and their mission.  BIE have organized several outreach 
activities to include a food drive for the elderly and low income individuals in 
South Macon County, sponsored after school tutoring at St. Joseph’s Catholic 
School in Tuskegee, and made presentations to the Macon County Department 
of Human Resources (DHR) to share their personal experiences as well as the 
overall vision of the group.

TUCVM’s Student Chapter Host First Spay and
Neuter Day Event for Community

TUCVM’s Student Chapter of the American Veterinary Medical Association 
(SCAVMA) hosted its first Spay and Neuter Day in recognition of Spay and 
Neuter Awareness Month on Feb. 27.  The event was made possible from 
generous donations and sponsorships from the Humane Society Veterinary 
Medical Association, American Veterinary Medical Association ALL FOR 
FUNDING, Veterinary Product Laboratories, TUCVM Shelter Club, TUCVM 
Omega Tau Sigma Fraternity, and TUCVM Bovine Club. The Spay and Neuter 
Day event provided a unique learning opportunity for all of the participants 
with over 85 student volunteers representing all of the classes from first to 
fourth year present. The upperclassmen took responsible for teaching the 
underclassmen how to perform pre-surgical diagnostics, preparing a patient 
for surgery and how to perform surgical procedures under the supervision of 
clinicians. Most importantly, this event allowed TUCVM to give back to the local 
community by spaying and neutering over 20 dogs and cats for free.

TUCVM 2016 Junior-Senior Awards Banquet: 
A Supreme Soiree’  April 30, 2016

Kellogg Hotel and Conference Center
Tuskegee University

The 2016

Masquerade Ball:

A Supreme
Soiree’

TUSVM Junior-Senior Awards Banquet

 Saturday, April 30, 2016 • 7 PM (Social Hour & Photo Session 6 PM - 7 PM) 

Kellogg Hotel & Conference Center at Tuskegee University

Tuskegee University Class of 2017 presents:
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TUCVM Deceased 
Alumni Spring/Summer 

2016
Dr. Louis Sparkman Graham III (’78) – passed 

August 2016 (Hendersonville, Tennessee)

Dr. Alfred P. Godwin ('58) – passed 
March 2016 (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania) 

Dr. Michelle N. Holloway (‘80) – passed 
April 2016 (Knoxville, Tennessee)

Dr. Melvin Howard (‘69) – passed 
July 2016 (Annapolis, Maryland)

Dr. Earl Rippie, Jr. (‘67) – passed 
June 2016 (Morrestown, New Jersey)

Dr. Edward T. Braye (’52)
(Alumnus and Former Faculty)

The Tuskegee University fam-
ily, Tuskegee community, as well 
as the veterinary medical pro-
fession lost an admired and 
respected retired professor 
and administrator, and dedi-
cated member of the Veterinary 
Medicine  family - Dr. Edward T. 
Braye, Sr.  Dr. Braye departed this 
life on June 4, 2016 at the age 
of 86. 

Braye gave over four decades of dedicated service to 
Tuskegee University and the veterinary medical profession. 
He retired from Tuskegee University in 1998.  During his 
tenure at Tuskegee University,  Braye served as professor 
of large animal medicine, director of clinics, department 
head of Large Animal Medicine and Surgery, instructor in 
the Department of Small Animal Medicine, and extension 
veterinarian and public health specialist in the Cooperative 
Extension Program.  His areas of special interests included 
epidemiology, internal medicine, and livestock health in the 
tropics.  Braye was a Diplomate in the American College 
of Veterinary Internal Medicine. He is credited as the 
first president of the Tuskegee Veterinary Medical Alumni 
Association (TVMAA) which was organized in 1961 at the 
American Veterinary Medical Association Convention in 
Detroit, Michigan, under his leadership. 

He leaves to cherish his memory his devoted wife, 
Thomasine who is also a dedicated friend of the Tuskegee 
University Veterinary Medicine family. They have two sons, 
Edward Jr. and Robert. 

A Memorial Service for Dr.  Braye was held on June 16  at 
11 a.m. at the St. Andrews Episcopal Church in Tuskegee. 

Dr. James E. Webster
(Former Faculty)

James E. Webster, Ph.D., passed 
away on April 3, 2016. During 
his tenure at Tuskegee University, 
Dr. Webster served as head of 
the Department of Biomedical 
Sciences in the School of 
Veterinary Medicine from 1988-
1999, associate dean for the 
College of Veterinary Medicine, 
Nursing and Allied Health 
(CVMNAH) from 1993-1999, 
director of the Health Careers 

Opportunity grant (HCOP) from 2006-2013, and as-
sociate dean for student affairs and facility management 
(CVMNAH) from 2003-2014.  He also taught veterinary 

physiology and cardiovascular research as well as served as chairman of 
the Tuskegee University Faculty Senate for two terms.

Dr. Webster retired on June 19, 2015 after giving Tuskegee University 39 
years of faithful service (1976 - 2015).

Dr. Dean Hodges (’58)
1936-2015

Dr. Dean Hodges, a member of the Class of 
1958 passed March 2016 in Philadelphia.  Dean 
was preceded in death by his loving wife and 
soul mate Barbara, also a Tuskegee alum-
nus.  He completed his undergraduate studies 
at Fort Valley College located in Georgia. After 
completing veterinary school at Tuskegee, 
Dean Hodges gave back to his alma mater 
and helped others interested in pursuing the 
veterinary medical career path. He served 
as an instructor in the Department of Small 
Animal Medicine and Surgery at Tuskegee 
for two years.  Afterwards, he served in the 

U. S. Army Veterinary Corps and then established the Wyncote Animal 
Hospital in Philadelphia, Pa. Dean Hodges' business was very successful 
and once his son's finished veterinary school at Tuskegee, they also joined 
him in the practice.  

Not only was Dean Hodges active with the youth but he was active 
with the Philadelphia-Tuskegee Alumni Club and the Tuskegee Veterinary 
Medical Alumni Association (TVMAA). For many years, Dean's family host-
ed the Tuskegee Philadelphia Alumni meetings.  His honors are numerous, 
but among the most notable are: the U.S. Army Commendation Medal, 
the TVMAA Distinguished Service Award, the Tuskegee University Alumni 
Merit Award, and the Philadelphia Alumni Club Award.  

He served as an excellent role model for his sons, Dr. Carlos C. Hodges 
(Tuskegee Class of 1985), Dr. Ronald D. Hodges (Tuskegee Class of 1987), 
Dr. Eric Hodges and Keith Hodges. Dean was blessed with nine grandchil-
dren. His Homegoing Celebration was held on March 12 at Bethlehem 
Baptist Church in Springhouse, Pa. 

IN
 M

EM
O

R
IA

M

18 Tuskegee Veterinary Medical Perspective



IN THE SPOTLIGHT…
The Department of Clinical Sciences

http://www.onemedicine.tuskegee.edu/Clinical_Sciences/Clinical_Sciences.htm

David McKenzie, DVM, MPH, Ph.D., DACVIM 
Department Head and Professor of Large Animal Medicine

 
Welcome to the Department of Clinical Sciences, College of Veterinary Medicine, 
Tuskegee University. The veterinary clinicians and staff within the department help 
train our students to provide compassionate, competent care for all animals. We 
are committed to education and service.

DEPARTMENT OVERVIEW
The Department of Clinical Sciences consists of:
Small Animal Services
   •  Medicine - Internal medicine, ophthalmology, diagnostic imaging
   •  Surgery - Soft-tissue and orthopedic
   •  Out-Patient - Routine diagnosis and treatment, boarding,  
       dentistry, community service
   •  Ambulatory – Shelter Medicine and House Calls 
      (through Veterinary Medical Teaching Hospital)

Large Animal Services
• In-House - Internal medicine, surgery, dentistry, lameness, diagnostic imaging
• Ambulatory - Field services including herd health and reproduction (through 
Veterinary Medical Teaching Hospital)

SHELTER MEDICINE
We visit local contracted animal shelters where we provide the  
following services:
    * Vaccinate as requested
    * Review all animals’ health
    * Diagnose to determine what can be treated (on-site) at the shelter and what needs 
to be brought into the Small Animal Hospital for diagnosis and treatment.

We bring into the clinic whatever animals need to be neutered or spayed. The surgery 
is done by senior students (under faculty supervision) and returned to the shelter the 
next morning. Carcasses of deceased animals are brought into College of Veterinary 
Medicine Pathology Department for necropsy. Heads of these carcasses are used for dental lab specimens.

HOUSE CALLS
All house calls are made by appointment through the Small Animal Hospital. We assess health issues identified by the owner and recommend 
whether to bring the animals into the small animal clinic for treatment, diagnosis or advise owners of managerial solutions for their problems. We 
provide this service for the elderly, disabled or for clients who have too many animals to bring into the small animal clinic. We are capable of doing 
physical exams, some tests, vaccines and providing advice to the owner.

EMERGENCY AND CRITICAL CARE

FARM CALLS
The Ambulatory service provides care to horses, cattle, sheep, goats and swine within a 35 mile radius of the Veterinary Medical Teaching Hospital. 
This service is staffed by board-certified and residency trained large animal specialists. A full range of services are provided including basic health 
management, emergency care and minor surgical procedures.
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September 30, 2016
Tuskegee University

Veterinary 
College Open 

House

TUCVM invites you to join us!
Choosing the right college is one of the most important decisions you 
will ever make. The Tuskegee University College of Veterinary Medicine’s 
(TUCVM) Open House provides high school students and parents an op-
portunity to attain valuable information on pre-veterinary requirements and 
ways to enhance their academic path for a career in becoming a veterinarian.

Tuskegee University is accredited with the Southern Association of Colleges and School Commis-
sion on Colleges to award baccalaureate, masters, doctorate and professional degrees. Contact the 
Commission on Colleges at 1866 Southern Lane: Decatur, Georgia 30033-4097 or call 404-679-
4500 for questions about the accreditation of Tuskegee University.

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS: 
8:00-8:45 a.m. Registration - Patterson Hall Lobby

9:00 a.m. Welcome and Overview of 
Veterinary Medicine (Anatomy Lecture Room 201)

10:00 a.m. Faulty Presentation
(Anatomy Lecture Room 201)

11:00 a.m. Grand Rounds (Patterson Hall Auditorium)

12:15 p.m. TUCVM Student Presentation 
(Anatomy Lecture Room 201)

1:00 p.m.  Lunch (Tompkins Hall) 

2:00 p.m. Pre-Veterinary Presentation
(Henderson Hall)

3:30 p.m. Tour of TUCVM Facilities

Contact Ebony Turk: eturk@mytu.tuskegee.edu 
for more information.

Henderson Hall

Patterson Hall Thompkins Hall 


