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Tuskegee University College of Veterinary Medicine Students Receive  
Merck Animal Health Scholarship in Inaugural Partnership  

 
Contact:  Anissa L. Riley, Director, Office of External Affairs, 
College of Veterinary Medicine  
 
 
 
 
TUSKEGEE, Ala. (April 20, 2018) – Five honor students in the Tuskegee University 

College of Veterinary Medicine were the recipients of the newly established scholarship 

from Merck Animal Health in which each student receives a $5,000 scholarship to further 

their education as they pursue careers in either companion or large animal care.   The 

students were recognized at the Annual President’s Essay Contest and Awards Ceremony 

held at the Tuskegee University Chapel on April 8.  



 

“With pet ownership as popular as ever, and the growing demand for protein, the 

expertise of both companion and large animal veterinarians will continue to be 

important,” said Norman Stewart, D.V.M, Manager, Livestock Technical Services, 

Merck Animal Health. “We are pleased to support these five outstanding students in their 

educational endeavors as they will make contributions to the science of healthier animals 

in the future.”  

  

“This newly established scholarship has already begun benefitting our students,” said 

Ruby L. Perry, D.V.M., dean of the Tuskegee University College of Veterinary 

Medicine. “I commend our scholarship committee for their diligence in getting this 

scholarship opportunity established for our students and want to give a special thank you 

to Merck Animal Health for their continued support of our veterinary college and 

students.”  

 

 Deidre Quinn-Gorham, D.V.M., coordinator of educational programs and instructional 

technology/scholarship committee chair, along with Roslyn Casimir-Whittington, 

D.V.M., associate dean for academic and student affairs, and the scholarship committee 

were all instrumental in helping to establish the scholarship program for five outstanding 

students. “Our first recipients are all bright veterinary students and truly deserving of 

receiving this honor. We look forward to continuing this relationship with Merck Animal 

Health.”  

 

The five recipients from the Tuskegee University College of Veterinary Medicine are: 

Shahkila Daniels of Canton, Ohio, is a second-year student, who has served in a 

three-month wildlife preservation internship. She has also worked at a leading pet care 

chain. After graduating, Shahkila plans to pursue a career in zoo animal medicine. She 

has a special interest in animals indigenous to the Africa.  

Khali Jones of Atlanta, Ga., is a third-year student who has gained experience 

through internships at a leading pet care chain, a local animal shelter and at the Atlanta 



zoo. Following graduation, Khali plans to pursue a career as a public health veterinarian. 

She also has interest in studying the human/animal bond. 

Kim Melara of Houston, Texas, is a third-year student who has gained 

experience working at multiple small animal and equine practices throughout the 

Houston area. Upon graduation, Kim plans to pursue earning board certification as a 

veterinary neurologist and hopes to own a small animal practice. 

Alexia Sampson of Bronx, N.Y., is a second-year student who has interned with 

a leading pet care chain. After graduation, Alexia is interested in pursuing community 

outreach programs and working with farmers in Ghana, Africa to help increase their crop 

yield. 

Damali Damon Zakers of Atlanta, Ga. is a second-year student who has 

experience working at The Village Vets in Lilburn-Stone Mountain, Ga. Upon 

graduation, Damali plans to pursue board certification in pathology or engage in 

laboratory work.  

 

About Merck Animal Health 

For more than a century, Merck, a leading global biopharmaceutical company, has been 

inventing for life, bringing forward medicines and vaccines for many of the world’s most 

challenging diseases. Merck Animal Health, known as MSD Animal Health outside the 

United States and Canada, is the global animal health business unit of Merck. Through 

its commitment to the Science of Healthier Animals™, Merck Animal Health offers 

veterinarians, farmers, pet owners and governments one of the widest range of veterinary 

pharmaceuticals, vaccines and health management solutions and services. Merck Animal 

Health is dedicated to preserving and improving the health, well-being and performance 

of animals. It invests extensively in dynamic and comprehensive R&D resources and a 

modern, global supply chain. Merck Animal Health is present in more than 50 countries, 

while its products are available in some 150 markets. For more information, visit 

www.merck-animal-health.com or connect on LinkedIn, Facebook and Twitter at 

@MerckAH. 

 

 



About Tuskegee University College of Veterinary Medicine 

The Tuskegee University College of Veterinary Medicine (TUCVM) is the only veterinary 

medical professional program located on the campus of a historically black college or 

university (HBCU) in the United States. The TUCVM has educated over 70 percent of the 

Nation’s African-American veterinarians, 10 percent of Hispanic/Latino veterinarians 

and is recognized as the most diverse of all 30 schools/colleges of veterinary medicine in 

the U.S. The primary mission of the TUCVM is to provide an environment that fosters a 

spirit of active, independent and self-directed learning, intellectual curiosity, creativity, 

critical thinking, problem solving, ethics, and leadership; and promotes teaching, 

research and service in veterinary medicine and related disciplines. For more 

information, visit www.tuskegee.edu/vetmed. 

 

 

 
Merck Animal Health Scholarship recipients 

 
 ( left to right):  Shahkila Daniels, Khali Jones, Dr. Deidre Quinn-Gorham, Dr. 
Norman Stewart, Dean Ruby Perry, Dr. Roslyn Casimir-Whittington, Damali 
Zakers, Alexia Sampson, and Kim Melara. 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 


